
 

 
The Town of Cambridge Design Review Panel (DRP) has been formed to provide independent advice 
to the Council, and on the architectural and design quality of new development within the Town. The 
DRP performs an advisory function only and does not make decisions on Development Applications. 

The Town's DRP process is provided free of charge. Design review offers applicants an opportunity to 
seek technical feedback and resolve complex issues early in the design process before a formal 
Development Application is lodged. 

This information sheet provides an overview of the design review process and the application 
requirements.  

For further information, please refer to Local Planning Policy 2.7: Design Review Panel or contact the 
Town's Planning Services on 9347 6000. 

DEVELOPMENT TO BE REFERRED TO THE DESIGN REVIEW PAN EL 

The following types of development will be referred to the DRP for review: 
• Development with an estimated value in excess of $2m (excluding single dwellings) 
• All multiple dwelling development 
• Development consisting of buildings of three storeys or higher 
• Residential development consisting of ten or more dwellings 
• Non-residential development which abut Residential zoned land 
• Scheme amendments, structures plans and capital works projects 

The Town may also refer any other development proposal it considers may be of a complex or 
contentious nature which may benefit from DRP input. 

DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS 

Applicants are encouraged to seek the advice of the  DRP in the earliest possible stages in the 
design process before lodging an Application for De velopment Approval.  

Clients and applicants will be invited to attend the meeting to provide a 10 minute presentation and to 
hear the Panel's feedback.  Following the presentation, the Panel may raise questions, identify design 
issues and suggest possible solutions. 

The DRP will provide advice with regard to the design principles with clear direction whether the DRP 
supports the proposal or if further review is required. If applicable, the Panel will also consider if 
previous advice has been satisfied. This feedback will be formalised in writing to the Applicant after 
the meeting. 

Proposals may need to be presented to a further meeting to ensure the DRP are satisfied 
recommendations have been incorporated into the design, or, where a proposal has been 
substantially amended subsequent to DRP endorsement. 

It should be noted that addressing the Panel's advice does not imply that planning approval has or will 
be granted. While the Panel does not have decision-making powers, its advice will be taken into 
consideration in the planning assessment and conveyed to the decision-maker once a formal 
Development Application is lodged. 

Please contact the Town's Planning Services on 9347  6000 to discuss the DRP application 
requirements and upcoming meeting dates. 
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DRP APPLICATION MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS 

DRP Application 
The DRP Application must be submitted in electronic format at least 10 working days before a 
scheduled meeting date. The application is to be accompanied by the following plans showing all 
relevant dimensions and to scale of 1:100 or 1:200: 

• Streetscape Perspective - showing the proposed development in context with the adjoining built 
form either side of the development site;  

• Site plan, floor plan and elevation plans ; 
• parking and access plans and bin location diagrams ;  
• Overshadowing diagram ; 
• Landscaping plans ; and 
• Materials and finishes - outlining the proposed colour palette the location of any proposed 

external fixtures. 
• 3D models  of the proposed development are encouraged if available. 

To assist the Panel in their review, plans and accompanying material should be kept to visual material 
with an appropriate level of detail for the stage in the design process and the complexity of the 
proposal.  

Applicant Presentation 
Applicant Presentation should highlight design features with specific reference to the design principles 
listed below. For proposals at a second review, the presentation should focus on how the Panel’s 
previous advice has been addressed, justify any significant departure from previous advice, and 
identify any new issues arising from these changes.  

The presentation must be kept to 10 minutes using visuals to illustrate key points. It is recommended 
to present on material submitted with the DRP application and only include additional material where 
needed. Do not include information related to planning requirements or the project background. 

DRP DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

The DRP shall provide advice with regard to the following design principles: 
• Context and character - development is suitable in the context of its 
• surroundings, seeks to minimise impact on adjoining properties and responds to the existing or 

proposed character of the local area and streetscape; 
• Heritage - development responds to heritage values, significant natural features and landmarks 

of the area; 
• Built form and scale - design to be of massing, height, scale and form which respects the 

existing or future built form of the local area, streetscape and minimises impacts on neighbouring 
properties; 

• Functionality - communal spaces, internal layouts and overall building design to be practical, 
adaptable, legible and functional and to maximise occupant utility and easily maintain, service 
and access the property; 

• Amenity - development to provide high levels of amenity and accessibility for occupants, users 
and neighbouring properties; 

• Build quality - demonstration of quality architectural design with strong rationale and attention to 
detail, and materials and finishes which complement the adjacent built form and natural elements; 

• Urban design and public space - buildings and landscape to integrate effectively to positively 
contribute to high quality urban design and public realm including enhancing views and vistas; 

• Landscaping - landscaping to respond to the natural site conditions and existing streetscape to 
optimise usability, sunlight access, privacy and respect for neighbour's amenity and maximises 
the incorporation of sustainable principles such as water-wise planting; 

• Safety - development appropriately contributes to the activation and safety of the public realm, 
optimising passive surveillance and provides public space interaction; 

• Environmentally sustainable design - development to be resource efficient, climatically 
appropriate, designed to minimise environmental impacts and designed to operate efficiently over 
its lifespan. 


