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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS OF THE TOWN OF 
CAMBRIDGE HELD AT THE ADMINISTRATION/CIVIC CENTRE, 1 BOLD PARK DRIVE, 
FLOREAT ON MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 2016 AT 5.00 P.M. 
 
 
1. OPENING AND WELCOME 
 

Mayor Keri Shannon welcomed all in attendance and declared the Annual General 
Meeting of Electors open at 5.02pm. 

 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 

Present: Time of Time of 
  Entering Leaving 
 

Mayor Keri Shannon 5.02pm 5.53pm 
 

Councillors: 
 
Cr Rod Bradley 5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Louis Carr 5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Sonia Grinceri 5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Corinne MacRae  5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Andres Timmermanis 5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Pauline O'Connor JP 5.02pm 5.53pm 
Cr Jane Powell 5.02pm 5.53pm 
 
 
Officers: 
 
Mr Jason Buckley, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr Ian Bignell, Director, Development and Sustainability 
Mr Jason Lyon, Director Corporate and Strategic 
Mr Cam Robbins, Director, Community Development 
Mr Chris Colyer, Director Infrastructure 
Mr Brett Jackson, Director Projects 
Mr Stuart Hobley, Manager Governance and Contracts 
Mr Paul O'Keefe, Coordinator Property and Governance 
 
Electors: 
 
28 Residents  
 
Adjournments:  Nil 
 
Time meeting closed:  5.53pm 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
 
Cr Tracy King  
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4. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
 Mayor Shannon advised those in attendance that she proposed to conduct the meeting 

generally in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders. 
 
5. APOLOGIES (ELECTORS) 
 

Mr Graham Hornel 
 

6. ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE 2015/2016 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 

The Mayor advised that the 2015/2016 Annual Report, outlining the activities of the 
Town over the past financial year, had been circulated and advised that the full 
document is posted on the Council’s website. 
 
Moved by Cr Powell seconded by Cr Bradley 
 
That in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1995, the 
Annual Report for the 2015/2016 financial year be adopted. 
 
Carried  

 
7. GARDEN AWARDS PRESENTATION 
 

The Town conducted its 21th Annual Garden Awards final judging on 24 October 2016. 
 
These awards were established in 1996 to recognise front gardens, inclusive of the 
verge, within the Town that are well maintained, aesthetically pleasing and positively 
contribute to the Streetscape. All gardens considered for an award must be visible from 
the road and comply within the spirit of Council's Road Verges Landscaping and 
Maintenance Policy. Judging criteria in all categories focuses on gardens that excel in the 
following areas:- 
 
• Maintenance Standard; 
• Garden Design; 
• Plant Aesthetics; and 
• Water Wise Principles. 
 
Many front gardens judged this year were of a very high standard with an abundance of 
plants in flower.  An increase in the use of water-wise maintenance practices was noticed 
such as mulching and the use of water-wise plants. Also noticed was an increase in the 
establishment of new water-wise gardens and the conversion of traditional gardens to 
water-wise. 
 
The winners I am about to announce are to be congratulated for their effort this year 
including all finalists who will be sent a letter of appreciation. 
 
BEST STREET OR PART STREET 
 
The Winning Street in the category of Best Street or Part Street is Pangbourne Street, 
Wembley. 
 
A street sign is to be installed identifying the Street as "Best Kept Street 2016". 
 
 
 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS     
12 DECEMBER 2016   

 3 

BEST COMMERCIAL / GROUP HOUSING FRONT GARDEN: 
 
Highly Commended ($250):    52 Ruislip Street, West Leederville 
 
In the category of Best Commercial or Group Housing Front Garden, the Highly 
Commended rose filled garden had an extensive variety of colours and a well maintained 
lawn. 
 
Winning Garden ($400)   3 Kimberley Street, West Leederville 
  
In the category of Best Commercial or Group Housing Front Garden, the winning garden 
is a well presented and aesthetically pleasing. Its designs, the placement of trees and 
shrubs provide softening elements to the bricked paved entrance to the building.  
 
BEST WATER WISE FRONT GARDEN: 
 
Highly Commended ($250):  124 McKenzie Street, Wembley 
 
In the category of Best Water Wise Front Garden, the Highly Commended garden 
highlights serval very sculptural plants, including many varieties of succulents. 
 
Winning Garden ($400):   17 Elouera Way, City Beach 
 
In the category of Best Water Wise Front Garden, the winning garden is on a large corner 
property and incorporates all the water wise principles including mulch and no lawn. 
Native plants are strategically placed to create interest. 
 
BEST RESIDENTIAL FRONT GARDEN: 
 
Highly Commended ($250):  109 Branksome Gardens, City Beach 
 
In the category of Best Residential Front Garden, the Highly Commended garden is on a 
corner block, is well designed and maintained, includes water wise plants and 
compliments the design and light tones of the adjacent house. 
 
Winning Garden ($400):   66 Donegal Road, Floreat 
 
Finally, in the category of Best Residential Front Garden, the Winning garden includes a 
large variety of flowering and foliage accent shrubs including roses, many perennials and 
annuals and a vibrant bottlebrush to name a few.  They are cleverly planted in garden 
beds bordering the lawn and framing the home. 
 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY ELECTORS 
 
The Mayor then advised that the next item related to Public Question Time. 
 
Written Questions: 
 
Graham Hornel, 91 Empire Avenue, City Beach 
 
Question 1 
 
For each of the five years from November, 2011 through November, 2016, what was the 
expenditure on catering for functions attended by elected members and staff after council 
and similar meetings? 
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Response 
 
There are approximately 55 meetings per year comprising of the Council Meeting, three 
Committee Meetings and one Elected Member's Forum. Council meets February to 
December. 
 
  FOOD BEVERAGES TOTAL 

   2011/12 $36,000 $8,157* $44,157 
   2012/13 $36,658 $4,871 $41,529 
   2013/14 $35,444 $3,424 $38,868 
   2014/15 $34,776 $4,504 $39,280 
   2015/16 $36,211 $3,229 $39,440 
   2016/17 $16,160 $1,543 $17,703 Year to Date 

 * Records are archived. Will include Tamala Park and Mindarie regional Council meeting expenditure which is reimbursed 
   to the Town. 

   Question 2 
 
What is the breakdown per year between the food, alcoholic and other beverages 
provided? 
 
Response 
 
Refer to the above. 
 
Question 3 
 
Since, in essence, this hospitality was provided as a gift by ratepayers to those who 
benefitted, as have similar gifts received, should the pro rata value of what was received 
also be appropriately listed in the Gift Register by those who received this? 
 
Response 
 
It is the Department of Local Government's view, and that of the Town of Cambridge that 
meals provided by the Town of Cambridge to Elected Members and staff do not require a 
gift declaration (e.g. Council meetings, workshops, briefing sessions etc). 
 
Question 4 
 
If not, then why not? 
 
Response  
 
Refer to the above. 
 
Question 5 
 
Similar to Q1 above, what has been the expenditure each year from 2011 to 2015 on the 
Christmas function attended by elected members, selected senior staff and their 
partners? 
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Response  
 
2011/12 $1,592 
2012/13 $1,173 
2013/14 $1,145 
2014/15 $2,613 
2015/16 $1,851 

 
Question 6 
 
What is the estimated cost per quote of the 2016 function? 
 
Response  
 
Nil. 
 
Question 7 
 

  Were invitations also extended to any deserving ratepayers, such as Volunteer of The 
Year? 

 
Response  

 
No. The Town has a Volunteer of the Year Award function to recognise volunteers in the 
community. 
 
Question 8 
 
Given the extreme disharmony displayed at council meetings over the last 12 months, will 
the Christmas crackers this year include the following most appropriate extract from the 
Council’s Code of Conduct: “The business of the Council will be conducted in a spirit of 
good will and co-operation”? 
 
Response 
 
The Town will not be purchasing Christmas Crackers this year. 
 
Elaine Tranter, 30 Stadium Drive, Floreat 
 
Question 1 
 
What does the Council intend to do regarding the lack of water in Perry Lakes?  The lake 
area is deteriorating and with the large building development in the area, and the very 
considerable increased revenue from rates, it would seem appropriate to at the very least 
do something about the falling water level.  Skate parks are all very well for a limited few, 
but a beautiful lake can be enjoyed by everyone. 
 
Response 

 
The falling water levels are due to the drop in the subsurface aquifer levels in a drying 
climate and not related to the scale of building development at Perry Lakes. Replenishing 
water in Perry Lakes is a complicated issue with a number of considerations from an 
environmental, financial, technical and social perspective; and with no definitive solution.   
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The Town has allocated funding in this year's budget to undertake a high level study into 
the feasible options to replenish water levels in the Lakes. Once the high level feasibility 
study is completed, the Council will consider how to progress the issue. 
 
Verbal Questions 

 
Mr Bob Dewer 1 Ocean Gardens, City Beach (Committee President of the 
Residence Association of Ocean Gardens Retirement Village) 
 
Question 1  
 
Last year at a council meeting that I attended Cr O'Connor voted in favour for the 
reappointment of Mr Simon Withers to the board of Ocean Gardens. Can you please 
explain how you can ignore ratepayer wishes by voting in this manner when you're 
supposed to be for filling duties for the people in the district? How can you abandon the 
Ocean Garden residents who voted for you and supported you for so long? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor advised that as far as she was aware the vote was supported by at 
least three other coast ward Councillors and the additional term was just for one more 
year completing a nine year term that is in accordance with the constitution. The Town of 
Cambridge does not own Ocean Gardens. There is an anomaly in the constitution that 
anything to do with Ocean Gardens has to come to the Town for ratification. The board is 
an independent body, why it needs that ratification from the Town to me is superfluous 
and needs to be looked at by the current board. 
 
 Question 2  
 
You are the only authority that the board must get approval from, and if you and the 
others had voted him out the building that is underway no might not be started. 
 
Response 
 
Cr O'Connor advised that the planning application was approved at least three years 
before Mr Withers was reappointed last year. She made efforts to try to stop that 
development application from happening, including bringing attention to the Town of 
Cambridge not consulting with the ratepayers of Ocean Gardens. It was her opinion that 
they should have been consulted on what happened up there, three years ago, not last 
year when Mr Withers reappointment was approved. She did everything she could to 
persuade the council not to support it and voted against it. 
 
Mr Anthony Musker 31 Ocean Gardens, City Beach 
 
Question  
 
Did Cr O'Connor vote against the Ocean Gardens Development? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor stated she would provide a copy of the minutes. 
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Mr Rob Walker 14 Palana Road, City Beach (President of the Coastal Ward 
Ratepayers Association) 
 
Question 1  
 
In the lead up to Amendment 31 Councillor O'Connor advised people that she was 
against Amendment 31, and in fact I attended meetings with her where she was saying 
that exact fact and I'm curious to know what actually changed her way of thinking? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor advised that she attended the rally at Beacroft Park and a meeting at 
the Floreat Hotel. She didn’t recall attending any other meetings and didn't support the 
Scheme Amendment 31. She was not able to vote on it or speak on it in accordance with 
the ruling from the Department of Local Government because of her financial interest in 
owning a 980 square metre block. 
 
Councillor O'Connor advised that if she was able to vote she would have voted against it. 
It was always her opinion that the Minister would scrap the Scheme Amendment because 
the government would not go to a state election with this hanging over their heads and 
that is exactly what they did. Hopefully now the Town can work on a local area plan and 
strategy that will satisfy everybody.    
 
Question 2  
 
Why did Councillor O'Connor repeatedly fail to support the CWRA judicial review by 
voting on motions against CWRA efforts to kill off the Amendment 31? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor replied that she was able to make her own informed decisions and 
that is exactly what she did. She was not a member of the CWRA and was never asked 
by any of the members of the CWRA to support the judicial review.  
 
Question 3  
 
Councillor O'Connor, you voted to run the legal argument that a group of ratepayers from 
the Coast Ward had no right to have the Council decisions reviewed in a court of law to 
see if they were lawful. So if a group of ratepayers who live in the area and own property 
in the area cannot ask questions of the Council's decisions, who can?  
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor responded by asking if the CWRA are not happy they have been left 
with a bill that they must pay the Town of Cambridge? Is that what it's about, or you are 
not happy that the Minister scrapped Scheme Amendment 31. 
 
Question 4  
 
Councillor O'Connor is in a position to represent the Coast Ward and the ratepayers and 
they what to know why that they are feeling so unrepresented by you? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor stated that she was able to make her own informed decisions. She 
stated that she votes in accordance with the Act. She stated that as far as she can 
remember, she didn’t have to disclose why. She made her own decisions based on what 
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she believed was the right thing to do. At the end of the day Scheme Amendment 31 has 
been scrapped. 
 
Question 5  
 
I understand that Councillor O'Connor is working with a group of professional Town 
Planners and an architect on a Local Planning and Housing Strategy. Is this work being 
completed or is there something that you can tell us more about? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor O'Connor replied she did not know what Mr Walker was talking about. 
 
Jason Eftos 43 Donegal Road, Floreat 
 
Question 1  
 
It was recently reported in the Post that Mr Buckley received a pay rise. Was that report 
correct? 
 
Response  
 
Mayor Shannon replied yes that's correct. 
 
Mr Jason Buckley added there were inaccuracies in the report. The report quoted his 
salary, the figure was the package value, not his salary value. 
 
Question 2 
 
Why was the CEO given a pay rise? 
 
Response  
 
Mayor Shannon advised that it went to Council and Council decided to give the CEO a 
very modest pay increase and as she understood it was only the amount of CPI. 
 
Question 3 
 
The Post also reported that Council voted to extend the CEO contract for 3 years now 
when it does not expire until 31 December 2017. Was that reported correctly? 
 
Response  
 
Mayor Shannon replied that's correct. 
 
Question 4 
 
The Post article reported that the Wembley Ward Councillors and Councillor O'Connor 
and Councillor Grinceri voted to extend the CEO's contract. Is that correct? 
 
Response  
 
Mayor Shannon replied that's correct. 
 
Question 5 
 
Who moved the motion to renew the CEO's contract? 
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Response  
 
Cr Grinceri replied that she thought she may have. 
 
Question 6 
 
Why does the Council want to renew the CEO contract when there is more than 12 
months to run on it? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Grinceri advised that it was to hold Mr Buckley to the position; this is a normal practice 
that is undertaken when you have someone that you want to retain. 
 
Question 7 
 
Did the Town consider any other candidates for the position of CEO?  
 
Response  
 
Mayor Shannon replied no. 
 
Question 8 
 
Why given the state of the labour market and shortfalls in performance would the Town 
not test the employment market and ascertain if there were more qualified candidates that 
could bring new skills to the Town such as governance and effective leadership, respect 
for ratepayers and ratepayers interests? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Grinceri stated that putting out a signal into the market regardless of whether you want 
to see what's out there or not sends a message to the incoming CEO or to the CEO who 
is occupying the position that you are out there looking at other options. 
 
It was the decision of that committee that the CEO had done an outstanding job, an 
excellent job in fact, in managing the Town over the last 10 years including major 
infrastructure projects and some four or five major capital works developments, delivered 
them on time and on budget. These are outstanding facilities for the Town and at no great 
impact on the rates of the Town.  
 
That warrants the retention of the CEO. The Town would be very foolish to let go 
someone of the calibre of Mr Buckley. He has outstanding qualities and skills that he 
brings to the Town, including his financial management, his knowledge of aspects of 
governance and his ability to oversee major projects. 
 
Question 9 
 
Councillor Grinceri are you up for election in October. Is that correct? 
 
Response  
 
Councillor Grinceri replied that’s correct. 
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Question 10 
 
A lot of you are up for re-election in October. Is that correct? 
 
Response 
 
Cr Grinceri replied that would be correct. 
 
Question 11 
 
Mr Buckley's up for review in 12 months' time, so why do you think it so important that 
you want to bind an incoming Council, before the election, the extension of his 
management contract? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Grinceri stated that its common practice to maintain the services of incumbent officers. 
The Committee felt that Mr Buckley had done an outstanding job. 
 
Question 12 
 
The Department of Local Government Guidelines Number 10, "Appointment of CEO" 
requires the Town to advertise for the appointment of a CEO. Why the Town did not 
follow this?  
 
Response  
 
Cr MacRae advised that these guidelines focus on the appointment of a new CEO not the 
extension of an existing contract. 
 
Mr Jason Buckley added that the Act allows existing contracts to be renewed. 
 
Donna Coughlan 7 Canungra Road City Beach  
 
Question 1  
 
Last year Councillor Powell despite meeting and being briefed by a representative of the 
Ocean Gardens Committee, being my father, and a concerned and well informed City 
Beach resident, why did you vote against the majority of residents to reappoint Simon 
Withers to the board of Ocean Gardens for a further 12 months? 
 
 Response  
 
Cr Powell stated that she did meet with Ms Coughlan father and two other gentlemen. 
She discussed their concerns with them and she was not aware of the full extent of the 
number of people opposed to the appointment as they had only mentioned about 5 
people. 
 
Cr Powell stated that she voted for the extension of the contract for Mr Withers as there 
was one year to go and there were a few issues in regards to of business planning that 
he wanted to see concluded and she thought it was a good opportunity to let him finish 
the work that he had commenced and concluded. 
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Question 2  
 
You mentioned five people, there was a petition placed on that night with many 
signatures and 98% of people opposed it was mentioned as well, so where did the five 
people come from? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell stated that the five people was what Mr Hill had discussed with her. 
 
Question 3  
 
But you were at that meeting when you voted and the petition was lodged and there were 
more than five people on it, several hundred from memory. Were you not listening to that 
several hundred people? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell advised that it's not that she was not listening; she believed it was the right 
thing to do. 
 
Question 4 
 
Upon being elected Councillor Powell why did you join the block and vote to run the 
argument that a group of ratepayers has no right to have their Council decision reviewed 
in a court of law to see if they were lawful?  
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell stated that again she thought that based on the advice that she had received 
that it was the right decision.  
 
Question 5  
 
Where there lawyers brought in here to give advice behind closed doors? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell advised that there was legal advice given by the Town's legal adviser and she 
took that on board and believed it was the right decision to make. 
 
Question 6  
 
So the right decision that ratepayers have no right to ask and query a Council decision in 
a court of law, we don’t have that right, is that right?   
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell replied no, it's not that you don’t have the right, the Town should be allowed to 
put its case and that’s what I voted for. 
 
Question 7  
 
Did you take the oath when you were sworn in? 
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Response  
 
Cr Powell stated that during the swearing in process you take the oath, and she took the 
oath. 
 
Question 8  
 
You have been heard referencing City Beach as "The Dunes" in a derogatory tone. Why 
do you call us "The Dunes?" 
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell advised that she did not recall using "The Dunes" as an expression in relating 
to City Beach. 
 
Question 9  
 
If you did call us "The Dunes" do you think that is acceptable conduct under the Towns 
Code of Conduct? 
 
Response  
 
Cr Powell replied that was a hypothetical question. 
 
Tony Cunningham 17 Pindari Road City Beach  
 
My question is, why did Council O'Connor, after telling me outside Lo Zucchero that she 
would work to have Amendment 31 quashed, then vote to continue the funding of the 
legal fight by the TOC against the Coast Ward Ratepayers Association and now seem to 
be doing everything to frustrate Councillor Bradley, incoming Councillor Timmermanis 
and Mayor Shannon who clearly had a mandate to stop Amendment 31? 
 
Response  
 
Cr O'Connor stated that she made it quite clear that she did not support Scheme 
Amendment 31, did not support the Manor Houses. Cr O'Connor did not recall having any 
conversation with Mr Cunningham outside Lo Zucchero, a place she hardly visits. 
 
Cr O'Connor stated that she could not vote on Scheme Amendment 31, and could not 
speak against it and if she could have done, she would have done. As far as the other 
comment from Mr Cunningham, Cr O'Connor was there to make her own informed 
decisions and that’s exactly what she had done.  
 

9. CLOSURE 
 
 There being no further business, the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance 

and participation at the meeting and declared the meeting closed at 5.53pm.  On behalf 
of the Council, she wished all Electors a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
New Year. 
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