
Budget Summary 
The first half of 2020 presented a challenge that brought 
a complete change to our way of life. While the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted the world, the Town of Cambridge Council 
acted locally, implementing Budget measures, to ease the 
financial stress the pandemic was anticipated to cause.

In March 2020, Council approved a COVID-19 Relief and 
Recovery Plan, designed to ease some of the financial stress on 
Ratepayers and Businesses. A major component of this was to 
commit to another year of a zero per cent average rate revenue 
increase. 

The drafting of the 2020-2021 Budget also coincided with 
the triannual gross rental revaluation, as required by the State 
Government. This presented an additional challenge during 
Budget deliberations in order to meet the rates commitment 
made in March 2020.  

The 2020-2021 Budget raises $25.5M in rates to fund the net 
cost of services, which represents no increase in rates revenue. 
This is the fourth year that Council has sought to exercise Budget 
restraint.  

It is fortunate that the COVID restrictions only impacted revenue 
from fees and charges by a decrease of $222K. This was a result 
of the Wembley Golf Course enjoying an above budget income 
stream from its capacity patronage when Phase 1 restrictions 
were lifted for fairway play in mid April.  Above budget income 
was also generated from patronage of the Driving Range when it 
re-opened in late April.

This better-than-expected income alleviated Council from having 
to make unwelcome expenditure cuts in other areas to balance 
the 2020-2021 Budget.

The impact of COVID-19 also caused some capital projects to 
be delayed, and as a result $10.6M of capital funds has been 
carried forward to this Budget. 

The total Operating Revenue for the 2020-2021 Budget is 
$50.3M.  

Capital grants and contributions of $2.6M will be used towards:

• $924K Road Infrastructure Works,

• $281K Local Roads Community and Infrastructure grant for 
Lake Monger South West – Inclusive Playground,

• $1M W.A. Bike Network Grant for Ruislip Street – Safe 
Active Street.

 The Town’s assets generate income revenue totaling $18.7M.  

The total operating expenditure budget is $51.9M with a further 
$21.6M budgeted towards Capital Works.

Major projects and initiatives included in the 2020-2021 Budget 
are:

• $1.3M Alderbury Sports Ground Pavilion –Replace Toilets 
and Changerooms, 

• $685K West Coast Highway – Iconic Roads Landscaping,

• $728K Replacement/Upgrading of Parking Ticket Machines, 

• $200K Dunblane Park Upgrade,

• $105K Harborne Park Upgrade,

• $720K Lake Monger landscaping and playground 
infrastructure works with the balance being made up 
primarily of parks and roads infrastructure works.

The challenges that have confronted the Town of Cambridge 
this year have been met with diligent, comprehensive and 
responsible financial management in order to continue to  
provide the high standard of facilities and services the Town is 
renowned for.  

Budget Newsletter 2020-2021

$21.6M
capital budget

$51.9M
operating budget

$0 
rate revenue increase

 Rates Payment Options
1: In full within 35 days

Payment can be made in full within 35 days online, by phone or in person.

2: By instalments

Paying by instalments enables you to pay your rates in either two or four instalments. Please note that fees apply for paying your rates by 
instalment. The instalment options and conditions are on your Rates Notice.

3: By payment arrangement

If you are unable to pay your rates in full or by instalments please contact the rates department via email at mail@cambridge.wa.gov.au. If 
you have any questions about paying your rates, please call 9347 6000.

                                                           9347 6000 | mail@cambridge.wa.gov.au | cambridge.wa.gov.au

More information
Visit www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/rates for details and payment information.

 Easy Steps to Having your Rates Notice delivered direct to your inbox: 

1.Provide your details at https://erateswa.com/cambridge/

2. Once you have registered, an email will be sent to you confirming your registration.

3. All future annual and instalment rate notices will be sent to you via email.

Pensioner & Senior Concessions
If you have a valid concession card you could qualify for a rebate or deferment on paying your rates.

Rebates are available for eligible concession card holders who own and occupy the property at 1 July 2019.
• Pensioner Concession or State Concession Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 50% on rates charges (to a maximum of $750).
• State Senior Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 25% ( to a maximum of $100).
• If you are a holder of both a State Seniors Card and a  Commonwealth Seniors Health Card you can also receive a rebate of up to 

50% (to a maximum of $750).
If your circumstances change (e.g. card type, pension type or change of address) you must notify the Town immediately.
To apply for the concession card holder rebate, lodge an application with the Water Corporation online at watercorporation.com.au or 
call 1300 659 951. The Water Corporation will then forward a copy of your completed application to the Town. 
If you have any questions your can contact the Water Corporation as above, or the Town on 08 9347 6000.

Register for E-Rates

Rebates are available for eligible concession card holders who own and occupy the property at 1 July 2019.
• Pensioner Concession or State Concession Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 50% on rates charges (to a maximum of $750).
• State Senior Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 25% ( to a maximum of $100).
• If you are a holder of both a State Seniors Card and a  Commonwealth Seniors Health Card you can also receive a rebate of up to 

50% (to a maximum of $750).
If your circumstances change (e.g. card type, pension type or change of address) you must notify the Town immediately.
To apply for the concession card holder rebate, lodge an application with the Water Corporation online at watercorporation.com.au or 
call 1300 659 951. The Water Corporation will then forward a copy of your completed application to the Town. 
If you have any questions your can contact the Water Corporation as above, or the Town on 08 9347 6000.

The drafting of the 2020/2021 Budget coincided with the triannual gross rental revaluation, as required by the State Government.

The rating system in Western Australia requires a general revaluation on the Gross Rental Value of rateable properties to occur every three 
years.  

Application of the revaluation has resulted in a fall in the rateable value of properties across the Town of approximately 7%. 

The Town does not receive any more or less revenue as a result of the general revaluation, however, it does alter the rate charges between 
ratepayers in the district. 

To ensure the amount of rate revenue is maintained, the rate in the dollar had to increase to offset the decrease in property valuations.  

Although the majority of property owners will have received either a $0 increase or decrease, there are also a number of property owners 
who will have received an increase. 

This graph shows the movement in the gross rental valuation across the Town:

 This graph shows the movement in unimproved values within the Endowment Lands Area:
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 Gross Rental Value of Rateable Properties

Capital  Expenditure

Budget Revenue (how we fund the Budget) ($,000s)

Hardship Policy 
Council has adopted a Hardship Policy. Anyone experiencing hardship regarding payment of their rates is encouraged to contact 
the Town's Rates Department on 9347 6000.
Arrangements will be made on each individual case, based on merit. Information is, and will remain, strictly confidential.

Rebates are available for eligible concession card holders who own and occupy the property at 1 July 2019.
• Pensioner Concession or State Concession Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 50% on rates charges (to a maximum of $750).
• State Senior Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 25% ( to a maximum of $100).
• If you are a holder of both a State Seniors Card and a  Commonwealth Seniors Health Card you can also receive a rebate of up to 

50% (to a maximum of $750).
If your circumstances change (e.g. card type, pension type or change of address) you must notify the Town immediately.
To apply for the concession card holder rebate, lodge an application with the Water Corporation online at watercorporation.com.au or 
call 1300 659 951. The Water Corporation will then forward a copy of your completed application to the Town. 
If you have any questions your can contact the Water Corporation as above, or the Town on 08 9347 6000.

Rebates are available for eligible concession card holders who own and occupy the property at 1 July 2020.
• Pensioner Concession or State Concession Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 50% on rates charges (to a maximum of $750).
• State Senior Card holders can receive a rebate of up to 25% ( to a maximum of $100).
• If you are a holder of both a State Seniors Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card you can also receive a rebate of up to 

50% (to a maximum of $750).
If your circumstances change (e.g. card type, pension type or change of address) you must notify the Town immediately.
To apply for the concession card holder rebate, lodge an application with the Water Corporation online at watercorporation.com.au or 
call 1300 659 951. The Water Corporation will then forward a copy of your completed application to the Town. 
If you have any questions you can contact the Water Corporation as above, or the Town on 9347 6000.

If you have a valid concession card you could qualify for a rebate or deferment on paying your rates.
Pensioner & Senior Concessions
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CaCapital works breakdown

$350K Lake Monger Inclusive
Playground

   $200K Dunblane Park Upgrade

$150K Alderbury Sportsground-
Lighting

$685K West Coast Highway-Iconic Roads
Landscaping

Key projects and initiatives 2020-2021

Furniture & Equipment

$1.5M
Buildings

$5.6M
Parks and Reserves

$4.9M
Plant & Equipment

$1.3M

Carparks

$1.1M
Roads & Lanes

$4.6M
Footpaths

$2.3M
Drainage

$186K

Budget Snapshot (please view full budget figures on the Town's website)

Budget Revenue (how we fund the Budget) ($,000s) Expenditure (what we fund) ($,000s)

$728K Replace Parking Ticket 
Machines 

$60K City of Perth Surf 
Life Saving Clubai

 $1M Ruislip Street Safe Active Street 
Project 

$250K Cambridge/Birkdale 
Intersection Upgrade  $400K Cambridge Street -Tram Tracks

Repair

$100K Bold Park Aquatic Centre Shade
Sails 

Capital  Expenditure

Operating Expenditure 

$1.3M Alderbury Sports Pavilion &
Changerooms 

$620K Lake Monger: Relocate Public
Toilet Block, Carpark, Playspace

   $105K Harborne Park Upgrade

$120K Wembley Golf Course Irrigation Repairs

$100K Natural Area Vegetation & 
Weed Management 

$220K Perry Lakes Reserve Carparks
& Access Roads

$100K Coastal Hazard Risk 
Management  Plan $70K Treescape Plan-Priority Street   

Planting  Program 

16.4%

38.9%

37.4%

$24, 638

  Rates Revenue

 $25, 649
Cash Operating 

Revenue 
including 

         Fees & Charges 

From Reserves 
$10,809

Endowment Lands Account 
$1,102,   1.7% 

Operating Expenses
$40, 125
60.9%

  To Reserves $2,975
          4.5%

     Capital 
    Expenses
    $21,628
    32.8%

Endowment Lands Account  
$1,166  1.8%

Recreation & Cultural Services $31 Town Planning & Sustainability $7

Wembley Golf Course $16 Governance $3

Roads, Laneways, Footpaths $12 Community Services $2

Waste Disposal Services $11 Ranger Services & Public Safety $6

Other Property & Services $9 Building & Health Compliance $3

Projects carried forward from 2019-2020

$905K Wembley Golf Course Driving 
Range Upgrade

$1.5 M Lake Monger Community
Shed $2.3M Perry Lakes Replenishment 

Project
For every $100 the Town receives, it is spent on:

Funds Carried 
Forward  
$3,696,  5.6%

Administrator
Cross-Out


