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Local Planning Policy 3.2: Buildings on the Boundary 
INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of setbacks from side and rear boundaries is to provide for separation 
between buildings to enable access to sunlight, ventilation, and visual relief from the 
built form for the streetscape, and assist in protecting privacy and ameliorating the 
impact of building bulk. 

This Policy is adopted under the provisions of the Residential Design Codes of 
Western Australia (R-Codes) and the following standards replace the deemed-to-
comply requirements of 5.1.3 C3.2 and 6.1.4 C4.2 of the R-Codes. 

Where the development does not meet the deemed-to-comply requirements, the 
relevant design principles of the R-Codes apply. 

Where this policy is inconsistent with the provisions of a specific policy or guidelines 
applying to a particular site or area (eg. Jersey Street, Jolimont; Ocean Mia, City 
Beach; Parkside Walk, Jolimont, and St John's Wood, Mt Claremont), the provisions 
of that specific policy or guidelines prevail. 

AIMS 

To provide opportunities for owners of adjoining properties who might be affected by 
a proposal to construct a wall on a side or rear boundary to provide comments. 

APPLICATIONS SUBJECT TO THIS POLICY 

This policy applies to all residential development in the Residential zones. 

ACCEPTABLE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

Buildings on the boundary 

1. Walls may be built up to a boundary behind the front setback line where the 
wall abuts an existing or simultaneously constructed wall of similar or greater 
dimension. 

2. In the case of a garage or carport which is located off a right-of-way, it will be 
permitted as of right to be built to the side boundaries, provided parapet walls 
are no higher than 3m with an average height no greater than 2.7m and 
provided the wall is no greater than 6m in length along the boundary. 
Neighbour consultation is not required in this circumstance. 
Note:-  In some cases, requirements of the National Construction Code may restrict 

opportunities for setback reductions. 
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