
Public Forum
Tuesday 6 July 2021, 6pm

Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont

Christ Church Grammar School playing fields



Opening

CEO, John Giorgi JP.

Acknowledgement of county.

• Please ensure mobile phones are switched to silent or turned off.
• Toilet facilities are located in the foyer.
• In the unlikely event of emergency, remain calm and follow 

instructions of Town staff.
• Please ensure you have registered your attendance for COVID 

purposes.



Opening

Purpose of forum: 

To provide information on proposal by Christ Church Grammar 
School to rezone playing fields on McClemans Road, Mt 
Claremont, to facilitate residential development. 



Opening

Mayor Keri Shannon



Overview

Brett Cammell, Director Planning and Community Services.

1. History and land ownership.
2. Town of Cambridge Local Planning Strategy.
3. Local Planning Scheme Amendment process.
4. Minister for Planning’s powers in relation to local planning 

schemes.
5. Question and answers  



1. Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont – ownership and history

Aerial photograph.

Lot 2 location – red 
outline. 

Other CCGS playing 
fields (black 
outline) – current 
playing fields and 
land subject to 
remediation and 
State government 
sale agreement.



CCGS / Element WA consultation material 



CCGS / Element WA consultation material



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont - 1953

Aerial photograph 
1953 (source 
Landgate).

Lot 2 approximate 
location – black 
outline.



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount 
Claremont – Cambridge Endowment 
Lands Act 1920

Map of Endowment Lands and Limekilns Estate 
(source Pleydell, Ian 2003).

Lot 2 approximate location – red outline.

Endowment Lands Act created for City of Perth to 
develop land as an estate.

Act is still in effect today. 

Discussed further later … 



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont

• City of Perth minutes extract, third quarter 1958.

• Resolution to sell subject land to Christ Church 
Grammar School in response to request to 
purchase the land ‘for the immediate purpose of 
the provision of playing fields for use by pupils of 
the School, and, at a later date, for the 
establishment of a Preparatory School …’

• ‘… That the Council agree to the sale to the School, 
for the erection of School buildings and the 
provision of recreational facilities, of an area of 
twenty acres …’

• Price of ₤15,000, subject to payment of ₤3,000 
deposit, and annual instalments of ₤1,000.

• Minutes also note that Council be responsible to 
construct an access road. 



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont - 1961

Aerial photograph 1961 
(source Landgate).

Lot 2 location – black 
outline. 

Clearing has occurred.



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont - 1965

Aerial photograph 1965 (source 
Landgate).

3 ovals and pavilion in place.

Most vegetation and trees appear to be 
have been removed.

Residential development to east of 
playing fields. 



Lot 2 McClemans Road, Mount Claremont - 1981

Aerial photograph 1981 (source 
Landgate).

First known colour aerial 
photograph.

Playing fields and residential suburb 
to east fully developed.

Trees visible on site. 



Endowment Lands Act 1920 and Local Law 43

Purpose of Cambridge Endowment Lands Act 1920.

Local Law 43:
• First appears in Government Gazette 1939;
• Covers matters relating to land use, development 

controls and building materials; and
• Amended in 1969 to include Lot 2 McClemans

Road.



Metropolitan Region 
Scheme 1963 (first edition).

Lot 2 McClemans Road 
zoned Urban.

Metropolitan Region Scheme 1963



Lot 2 McClemans Road 
zoned Urban.

Surrounding  area to 
north and west Parks and 
Recreation and Bush 
Forever.

Metropolitan Region Scheme – present day



Lot 2 McClemans Road reserved for 
Public Purpose – Parks and 
Recreation.

First local planning scheme that 
applied to area.

City of Perth City Planning Scheme – 1985



Lot 2 McClemans Road reserved for 
Parks and Recreation.

Town of Cambridge Local Planning Scheme 1 – 1998



Continued use to present day



Approved by WAPC 
April 2021.

Consultation processes 
over 2017 – 2018.

Lot 2 shown on LPS 
Plan as ‘Sport Space’.

2. Local Planning Strategy



Identification of ‘Potential 
future development sites’.

Lot 2 McClemans Road not 
considered during the 
process as ‘Potential future 
development site’.

2. Local Planning Strategy



Local Planning Strategy – Open space

Extract from LPS Background Report, Figure 45: 
Recreation and Open Space.

Approximate location Lot 2 McClemans Road.

Spatially noted as ‘Sport Space’ but not included in 
list of Open Space Functionality (Table 25).



Ecological Australia: Bushfire Hazard Level Assessment 
2020.

Lot 2 McClemans Rd (approximately shown) identified 
as containing low, medium and extreme levels.

Implications for structure planning, subdivision and 
development.

Local Planning Strategy – bushfire hazard mapping



Local Planning Strategy – Heritage

Extract from LPS Background Report, Figure 20: 
Known Aboriginal Heritage as identified on the AHIS 
database.

Approximate location Lot 2 McClemans Road.

Adjacent to Aboriginal Heritage Site 20178 – Bold 
Park.

Referral to Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage for Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 review.



Extract from LPS Background Report, Figure 16: 
Classified Bush Forever Sites and Declared Rare Flora 
Locations.

Approximate location Lot 2 McClemans Road.

Bush Forever Site 315 – Swanbourne Bushland.

Environmental report and assessment to accompany 
amendment, including:
- EPBC Act: Threatened Ecological Communities 

(Tuart Woodlands and Banksia Woodlands) and 
Black Cockatoos; and

- Biodiversity Conservation Act matters.

Local Planning Strategy – Environment



3. Amendment to local planning scheme - process

No amendment to Metropolitan Region Scheme necessary to facilitate 
residential development.

However residential development is contrary to objectives of the 
current Parks and Recreation reservation under LPS1.

Process to amend a local planning scheme detailed in the Planning and 
Development Act 2005 and Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (‘2015 Regulations’).



Amendment prepared –
either by proponent or 

local government.

Basic, standard or 
complex.

Council to decide whether to 
‘initiate’ or not.

If ‘not’, LG provide documents 
to WAPC, but no further action. 
Amendment does not proceed 

to next step.

WAPC assessment to advertise, 
or require modification.

EPA to determine whether 
assessment is required or not.

Local government advertises 
proposed amendment.

Council considers submissions.
Council decides:

a) To support.
b) To support, with modifications.

c) To not support.

Amendment is submitted to 
WAPC with Council’s decision.

WAPC considers amendment 
and makes recommendation 

to Minister.

Minister determines amendment:
a) Approve.

b) Require modification (may 
require re-advertising first).

c) Refuse.

If approved, Amendment 
published in Government 

Gazette.

Preliminary 
consultation



4. Minister for Planning’s powers

Section 76 of the Planning and Development Act 2005.

Section 76 Order that local government is to amend their local planning scheme.

Not often used, but there are examples. 

Two mandatory questions are imposed on the Minister:
1. Has the LG ‘failed’ to:

a) Take requisite steps for having a satisfactory amendment prepared and approved; or
b) Adopt an amendment proposed by owners.

2. If there is a ‘failure’ on part of LG, is this a case where on planning grounds the Minister 
‘ought’ to intervene.

Source: WAPC Fact Sheet: Section 76 of the Planning and Development Act 2005.



4. Minister for Planning’s powers

Three primary situations (though Minister has discretion to consider on case-by-case basis):

1.A local government has resolved to initiate a scheme or amendment but fails to reasonably 
complete the requisite procedural steps.

2.An applicant has submitted a proposed scheme or amendment, where the local government 
has resolved not to initiate the scheme or amendment, and where there are proper 
planning grounds that the proposed scheme or amendment ought to be made or adopted. 

3.An applicant has submitted a proposed scheme or amendment, where the local government 
has unreasonably failed to consider the proposal, and where there are proper planning 
grounds that the proposed scheme or amendment ought to be made or adopted. 

Source: WAPC Fact Sheet, derived from Planning and Development Act 2005



5. Next steps / mechanics of scheme amendment 

It is understood that a formal request will be lodged with Town to amend LPS1.

The Council nor Town Administration have formed a view on whether the amendment should 
be initiated, supported or otherwise. 

The Administration is still obtaining information relevant to the land so that Council can be 
fully informed when it is to make a decision. This includes the 1959 Contract of Sale and any 
conditions that may be present.

Town has provided some comment on the mechanics and process of the amendment, but not 
the merits. 



5. Next steps / mechanics of scheme amendment 

Amendment is likely to seek rezoning of land to ‘Development’ or ‘Residential’ zone with 
some specific provisions relating to the lot. 

The intent of either zones would be that structure planning is required. A structure plan will 
detail how the land will be subdivided and developed, including residential densities, 
allocation of public open space, road and lot layout, retention of trees, drainage etc.

Structure plan approval rests with the WAPC, with the Council providing a recommendation.

First stage is for proponent to prepare and lodge an amendment to the Scheme.



5.  Questions

Thank you for attending. 

Please raise your hand if you would like to ask a question. 
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