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Almost 20% of the Western Australian population identifies as a bike 
rider. Recreational cycling is growing in popularity and the development of 
recreational cycling facilities are becoming more common, not just across 
Australia, but across the world. 

There are a large variety of cycling facilities, scale of facility, purpose of 
facility, differing designs, materials, cost and popularity. 

The Town of Cambridge has identified a desire for recreational cycling 
facilities within the Town to service the youth population and existing bike 
riders. Development of facilities within the Town will allow the resident 
population to benefit from the physical, mental and social benefits of 
cycling. 

The Town of Cambridge is a vibrant inner city community, with a range of 
demographics and an extensive youth population. The town has many key 
attractors, drawing visitors from surroundings areas and some of the most 
extensive parklands that Perth has to offer. 

The development of sustainable recreational cycling facilities within 
the Town of Cambridge is in line with the Vision outlined in the current 
Strategic Community Plan1:

“Vision

The Town is endowed with a range of housing, employment, and 
lifestyle opportunities. Our inner-city charm, character laden 
suburbs, extensive parkland and quality streetscapes reflect who we 
are, what we value and what we offer. Our activity hubs, mixed-
use areas and events create a sense of community, belonging and 
wellbeing for residents of all ages. These are all community values 
we seek to protect and enhance into the future.”

Priority areas identified in this report are in line with the Town of 
Cambridge Mission:

“Mission

We will maintain and enhance our very liveable suburbs, their 
streetscapes and character and our vibrant activity centres through 
strategic, cost effective management of resources and an enhanced 
community experience based on a locals first philosophy. “

All areas and facilities suggested have been identified as meeting Goal 1, 2 
& 3 in the Strategic Community Plan, as well as bringing additional benefits 
to the local community and visitors to the area.

“Goal 1: A sense of community, pride and belonging

Goal 2: Quality local parks and open spaces for the community to 
enjoy

Goal 3: An active, safe and inclusive community”

An online survey was undertaken to gain a clear understanding of desire 
for recreational cycling facilities within the Town of Cambridge. The survey 
identified preferred facility type, preferred locations, and gave an indication 
of demand for facilities within the town. ‘

The Survey results were analysed and assessed against areas outlined 
by Town of Cambridge Officers and local land managers. Each site was 
assessed for suitability and then priority sites were identified for a 
development of either community, local, regional or state significance. Final 
recommendations were made based on:

• Access and parking

• Connectivity

• Existing infrastructure

• Land availability

• Land tenure

All identified sites required further planning, consultation and concept 

1. Town of  Cambridge ,  Strategic  Community  P lan ,  2018-2028 

design. All mountain bike trails should be developed to meet the 
specifications outlined with the Western Australian Mountain Bike 
Management Guidelines and challenge parks should be designed in line 
with current and future predicted trends. 
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B A C K G R O U N D

The Town of Cambridge is home to over 50 beautiful parks, gardens, 
recreation areas and playgrounds, but currently does not have any cycle 
specific recreation facilities. There is a network of cycle routes throughout 
the Town, serving as commuting and leisure routes, with a number of 
suggested upgrades identified in the Town of Cambridge Bicycle Plan 2018-
2023.2  There are currently no cycle facilities that encourage cycle skills 
development, challenge of skills, enhancing cycle endurance, adventure 
riding, or facilities which encourage users to stay a while. The Town of 
Cambridge has identified a community desire for cycle recreation facilities. 
This assessment will identify the level of demand, areas deemed suitable for 
sustainable development and feasible projects which are in line with the 

Strategic Community Plan and community wishes and expectations.

P U R P O S E

The purpose of the Town of Cambridge Cycle Recreation Facility Assessment 
is to support the Town in achieving the Vision, Mission and Goals, defined 

in the Strategic Community Plan 2013-2023:3 

Vision

The Town is endowed with a range of housing, employment, and 
lifestyle opportunities. Our inner-city charm, character laden 
suburbs, extensive parkland and quality streetscapes reflect who we 
are, what we value and what we offer. Our activity hubs, mixed-
use areas and events create a sense of community, belonging and 
wellbeing for residents of all ages. These are all community values 
we seek to protect and enhance into the future

Mission

We will maintain and enhance our very liveable suburbs, their 

2. Town of  Cambridge ,  B icyc le  P lan ,  2018-2022 
3.  Town of  Cambridge ,  Strategic  Community  P lan ,  2018-2028 

streetscapes and character and our vibrant activity centres through 
strategic, cost effective management of resources and an enhanced 
community experience based on a locals first philosophy. 

Goal 1: A sense of community, pride and belonging

Goal 2: Quality local parks and open spaces for the community to 
enjoy

Goal 3: An active, safe and inclusive community

The Cambridge Recreation Facility Assessment is intended to assist the 
Town to achieve the vision, mission and relevant goals through identifying 
suitable areas for sustainable development of cycle recreation facilities 
which will grow into hubs of community activity, mixed use areas and 
become quality places where family and friends get together. Cycle 
recreation facilities will further enhance the liveable suburbs, their 
streetscapes and character, and enhance community experience, encourage 
activity, provide safe and inclusive facilities, and be located and designed 

based on a locals first philosophy.

INTRODUCTION
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P R O J E C T  O B J E C T I V E S

The purpose will be met through the following objectives:

• Identify recreation cycle facilities types and current trends in 
design and management

• Identify current and anticipated user trends in recreation cycle 
facilities

• Identify community demand for cycle recreation facilities in the 
Town of Cambridge 

• Identify areas within the Town of Cambridge suitable for 
sustainable development, whilst additionally identifying areas 
which are desirable, but not suitable. 

• Propose facilities types in specific areas which meet current and 
future local needs

• Identify planning and legislative approval processes required to 
enable development of identified facilities

• Determine lifecycle costs – capital, operational and replacement 
– of identified facilities

• Identify funding opportunities (internal and external)

• Propose actions to ensure facility designs meet the needs of 
local residents, engender buy-in, stewardship and expected 

participation rates

A P P R O A C H

1. Who are the local community and what facilities do they 
currently have access to? 

Establish local community context including demographics, existing 
facilities, gaps in provisions and identify opportunities for facilities 
which can integrate into existing services and infrastructure. 

2. What is happening elsewhere? 

Facility trends are evolving, therefore consideration into facilities in 
similar communities regionally and nationally is wise.

3. What do the local community want? 

Consultation is critical for success. A community survey and 
stakeholder liaison will assist in determining what is required to meet 
current demand and expectations. 

4. Where should the facilities be located? 

The online survey component includes an interactive mapping tool, 
which allows survey responders to place a pin on a map to identify 
their preferred location for a particular facility type. The pins will 
be rationalised and areas feasible and suitable for sustainable 
development will form the recommendations of the assessment. 

5. Can the Town of Cambridge support the development in the short 
and long term? 

The project lifespan costs are considered to ensure there is a clear 
picture of initial and ongoing financial commitments. The useful 
life of facilities is also considered, which can build a business case 

determining return on investment. 
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CONTEXT

TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE OVERVIEW

The Town of Cambridge is located 8km west of the Perth CBD. The Town 
covers an area of approximately 22km², with 4.77km² of managed open 
spaces, which include bushland, coastal dunes, sports grounds, garden 
beds, lakes and wetlands. There are 15 Bushland Conservation areas with 
an abundance of native flora and fauna, over 50 parks, gardens, recreation 
areas and playgrounds, and a total of 40km of existing regional and 
local walking trails within the Town.4 To the west lies a 4.8km stretch of 
coastline bordering the Indian Ocean, the City of Stirling lies to the north, 
the Cities of Vincent and Perth in the east and the Cities of Subiaco and 
Nedlands in the south. 

Within the Town boundaries are the suburbs of City Beach, Floreat, 
Wembley and West Leederville and a small portion of Jolimont, Subiaco and 
Wembley Downs. The Town of Cambridge is split in to 2 wards, the Coast 
Ward to the west and the Wembley Ward to the east.

There are 9 schools within the Town boundaries, 40 sporting clubs and 48 
community organisations. At the last census in 2016 there were almost 
11,000 private dwellings, approximately 3,930 registered businesses, and 

the Town of Cambridge provided employment to almost 14,000 people.5 

The Town has two train stations on the Fremantle railway line, Subiaco and 
West Leederville. This line connects travellers to Perth CBD and suburbs 
south of the Town of Cambridge, with the final destination of Fremantle. 
There are 6 bus routes running through the Town of Cambridge. “Map your 
Move” is a joint initiative between the Town of Cambridge and Department 
of Transport which gives access to latest maps and travel information for 
travel by cycling, walking and public transport.6

4.  Town of  Cambridge ,  Walk ing Tra i l  Strategy,  2018-2021
5.  Town of  Cambridge ,  Strategic  Community  P lan ,  2018- 2028 
6.  Department of  Transport ,  Your  Move  https : / /yourmove .org .au/
journey-planner/ 

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  Y O U T H  -  S H O W I N G  W H E R E  L A R G E S T 

P O P U L AT I O N  D E N S I T Y  L I E S

The current residential population of the Town of Cambridge is just over 
28,000.7 In the 2016 census there were almost 9,000 people under the age 
of 25 residing in the Town, with the highest density of this demographic 

located in Wembley, Jolimont and Floreat.
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7.  Town of  Cambridge ,  Strategic  Community  P lan ,  2018-2028
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CURRENT YOUTH FACILITY PROVISION

S C H O O L S

There are currently 9 schools within the town of Cambridge. Planning is in 
place to relocate the International School out of the Town of Cambridge 
to the City of Stirling in 2020. In contrast, the recent development of Bob 
Hawke College in Subiaco will see an influx of 2,000 secondary school 
students to the Subiaco site, which borders the Town of Cambridge.8  

• City Beach Primary

• Floreat Park Primary

• Holy Spirit Primary 

• Jolimont Primary

• Kapinara Primary

• Lake Monger Primary

• Wembley Primary

• West Leederville Primary

• International School of WA

C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E S

There are two community centres, Wembley Community Centre (capacity 
150) and Holyrood Pavilion (capacity 62). Both venues are available for hire 

and are located in the Wembley Ward.

L E I S U R E  C E N T R E S

Bold Park Aquatic is the main leisure centre in the Town, with indoor and 
outdoor pools, an active swim academy and group fitness classes. 

Matthews Netball Centre in Jolimont has 48 courts and supporting 
facilities, including a hall (capacity 125) and two food vendors on site.  

The Wembley Golf Course is a purpose build public golf facility, owned and 
run by the Town of Cambridge. The facility boasts two 18 holes golf courses 
and complimentary experiences attracting more than just golfers. On top 
of the two golf courses there is mini golf, a driving range, club house, 
playground, restaurant and bar, and a weddings and conference centre. The 
facility is set in an undulating landscape of Tuart and Banksia trees and is 

encompassed within a bushland perimeter. 

P U B L I C  O P E N  S P A C E S

There are 4.77km² of managed open spaces, which include bushland, 
coastal dunes, garden beds, lakes, sports grounds, and wetlands. There are 
15 Bushland Conservation areas with an abundance of native flora and 
fauna, over 50 parks, gardens, recreation areas and playgrounds, and a total 
of 40km of existing regional and local walking trails within the Town.9 The 

most popular recreation areas are Lake Monger, Perry Lakes and Bold Park.

CURRENT RECREATION CYCLE FACILITIES

There are currently no specific cycle recreation facilities within the Town 
of Cambridge. There is a network of cycle routes, including on and off-road 
paths and connectivity upgrades to these have been outlined in the Town of 
Cambridge, Bicycle Plan, 2018-2022. 

Perry Lakes Skate Park located on the Perry Lakes Drive side of Alderbury 
Reserve offers skate elements to suit skaters of all abilities. The park 
features a street skate area with ledges, rails, euro gap, hipped banks and 
quarter pipes, as well as an enclosed linked skate bowl. It is not uncommon 
to see bicycles and scooters utilising this facility. 

8.  Department of  Educat ion ,  Schools  Onl ine ,  Bob Hawke Col lege 
(4213)  School  Overv iew https : / /www.det .wa.edu.au/schoolsonl ine/
overv iew.do?school ID=4213&pageID=SO01
9.  Town of  Cambridge ,  Walk ing Tra i l  Strategy,  2018-2021

C O M M U N I T Y  R E C R E AT I O N  C Y C L E  F A C I L I T I E S  R E Q U E S T S

The Town of Cambridge has received a number of requests from members 
of the public for the development of cycle recreation facilities. There 
are a number of community members that have been taking children to 

alternative suburbs seeking cycle facilities.

CURRENT POLICY AND STRATEGY REVIEW

A number of documents were reviewed and referenced during this 
assessment, including:

• Lake Monger Reserve Management Plan 2008 – 2018

• Perry Lakes Management Plan, 2000

• Town of Cambridge, Bicycle Plan 2018 – 2022

• Town of Cambridge Community Engagement Framework Guide

• Town of Cambridge, Draft Local Planning Strategy, 2019

• Town of Cambridge Heritage List Rev 1.0, 2019

• Town of Cambridge, Local Government Inventory of Heritage 
Places, 2018

• Town of Cambridge, Strategic Community Plan, 2018 - 2028

• Town of Cambridge, Sustainability Strategy 2019 – 2023

• Town of Cambridge, Walking Trail Strategy, 2018 – 2021

• Town of Cambridge, Wembley Activity Centre Plan, 2018

• Western Australia Strategic Cycling Facilities Review, West Cycle

• Western Suburbs Greening Plan 

C O N C L U S I O N

The Town of Cambridge has a large number of youth and families that 
would benefit from recreation cycle facilities. There is an extensive amount 
of public open space within the Town of Cambridge, many with good 
supporting infrastructure. There are numerous sites that could support 
the sustainable development of recreation cycle facilities, complementing 
existing facilities, and other areas within the Town that are currently 
underutilised and have been identified for future infill and development in 

the Draft Local Planning Strategy.
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Pump Track Jindowie, Yanchep

INDUSTRY REVIEW & CURRENT TRENDS

B E N E F I T S  O F  C Y C L I N G  F A C I L I T I E S

It is widely recognised that participation in activities in the outdoors is 
beneficial for general wellbeing. There are recognised physical, social and 
emotional benefits in participation in cycling. It is a fun, cheap (after initial 
outlay costs) and good for the environment. Once mastered, cycling is an 
easy activity to participate in and can be as intense a workout, or challenge, 
as is desired. 

Recreational cycling facilities create fun and positive atmospheres within 
communities. Specifically designed facilities introduce a level of challenge 
into cycling, allowing children through to adults to develop new skills. 
All ages and all skill levels can generally learn and progress in the same 
location, gradually building up challenge and intensity. Very young riders 
can establish competency within a variety of recreational cycling facilities 
and can be introduced to road safety and traffic controls signals in a safe 
artificial environment on Learn to Ride tracks.

C U R R E N T  P A R T I C I P AT I O N  T R E N D S

Cycling is one of the most popular sport and recreation activities in 
Australia. In Western Australia, nearly 500,000 people (18.5% of the 
population) ride a bike regularly, with 85% of these people (425,000) riding 

for sport or recreation rather than transport.10

Wheeled sports have recently shown to be growing in popularity over 
organised sports. Research, undertaken by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, into children’s participation in sport and physical recreation 
found that participation rates for physical recreation activities such as 
skateboarding, bike riding and roller blading were much higher than 
organised sports (refer table 1). The research also indicated increasing 
participation rates for both males and females (refer table 2). Note data 
relating to skateboarding and roller blading in the years 2009 and 2012 
also incorporates scooter riding.11  More recent data is yet to be released, 
however in the years since this study anecdotally the popularity of wheeled 

sports has continued to grow. 

10.  Western Austra l ia ,  Strategic  Cycl ing Fac i l i t ies  Review,  West  Cycle
11.  ABS (2012) ,  Chi ldren ’s  Part ic ipat ion in  Cultura l  and Le isure 
Act iv i t ies ,  Austra l ia ,  2012,  code 4901.0
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Table 1. Comparison of organised sport vs wheeled sports 2012.

Males No (‘000) Participation (%) 
Soccer 309.7 21.7

Bike riding 998.8 69.9

Skateboarding or  
roller blading

857.8 60.0

Females No (‘000) Participation (%)

Dancing 367.4 27.1

Bike riding 770.6 56.8

Skateboarding or  
roller blading

640.0 47.2

Table 2. Growth in wheeled sports participation rates across Australia 
2009-2012.

Males No (‘000) Participation (%) 

2009 2012 2009 2012

Bike riding 992.5 998.8 66.1 69.9

Skateboarding or 
roller blading

780.4 857.8 55.9 60.0

Females No (‘000) Participation (%) 

2009 2012 2009 2012

Bike riding 721.1 770.6 54.4 56.8

Skateboarding or 
roller blading

562.2 640.0 42.4 47.2

Participation in BMX racing has increased dramatically since the discipline 
made its Olympic debut at the 2008 Beijing Games and Australia is now 
the second largest BMX nation in the world. Membership of BMX Sports 
Western Australia has more than doubled since 2005 (1,156 members 
in 2005 2,810 members in 2017).12  BMX club membership in Western 
Australia has a young demographic, with 72% of riders under 17.13  BMX 
and pump track facilities are widely recognised as a primary gateway 
into cycling for young people, with participation building skills, physical 
attributes and tactical knowledge transferrable to other cycling disciplines. 

Mountain biking in Western Australia is growing in popularity. The Western 
Australian Mountain Bike Strategy identified young people as being 
underrepresented in mountain bike participation. Increasing availability and 
accessibility of different styles of trail offering different levels of technical 
difficulty is one of the recommendations aimed at reducing barriers to 

participation.14

Anecdotal evidence from recently opened facilities around Perth indicates 
there is a demand locally for more purpose designed facilities. Kingsley 
Pump and Jump Trail in City of Joondalup opened in 2017 and includes a 
pump track, jump track, and safety track. This facility is still drawing crowds 
especially on weekends, with people travelling large distances to visit the 

facility. 

12.  Western Austra l ia  Strategic  Cycl ing Fac i l i t ies  Review (2017)
13. BMX Sports Western Australia. (2017). 2016-2017 Annual Report
14. Western Australian Mountain Bike Strategy 2015 – 2020 Unlocking the potential

C U R R E N T  T R E N D S  I N  F A C I L I T Y  P R O V I S I O N

Dedicated facilities for sport and recreation cycling can:

• Provide an environment for recreation, training and events that is 
not affected by other users or activities

• Help raise the profile of cycling

• Be a home to clubs, organisations and community groups

• Host events using simplified event approvals, logistics and 
management processes

• Provide enhanced spectator opportunities

• Cater for bike education and skill building
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CASE STUDY #1

K I N G S L E Y  P U M P  A N D  J U M P,  S H E P H E R D S  B U S H ,  J O O N D A L U P  

Kingley Pump and Jump is a small facility (0.34ha) that contains a pump 
track, jump lines and a safety track. Open in early 2017 the facility has 
become a regional attraction with riders travelling large distances to 
use the facility. The park is often crowded on weeknights and weekends, 
attracting all ages. 
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CASE STUDY #2

C I T Y  B I K E  P A R K ,  A D E L A I D E .  

City Bike Park is located in Adelaide’s CBD. Hand built and maintained by a 
dedicated crew of volunteers, the park is one of the best known dirt jump 
trail spots in Australia. This facility is a good example of how the riding 
community can be effectively engaged to activate and enhance public 
space.

Originally built in 2004, the park has been through a number of phases 
of redesign, coming from a competition based facility to more of an all-
inclusive recreation facility with jumps to suit beginners, intermediate 
and advanced riders. The park has been designed, built and managed by a 
dedicated group of volunteers, until 2017 when the Adelaide City Council 
raised some concerns regarding insurance. Negotiations resulted in the 
volunteer crew being retained and a third party trail building company 
engaged for safety assessment/auditing and an operational framework put 
in place. Adelaide City Council provide ongoing support in the form of tools 
and supplies. 

Management of the jumps also involves watering before use, covering and 
chaining when not in use and restricting and monitoring use after rainfall 
events all tasks which are undertaken by volunteers.

The success of City Bike Park is primarily due to the enthusiasm, and 
dedication of a few individuals within the community and also the support 
from the City of Adelaide. For further information on the history of City 
Bike Park refer to www.citydirtcrew.com.

While the level of community interest in a cycle facility in Albany would 
suggest that a similar community led jumps line could be feasible, ongoing 
commitment to maintain is unknown.

City Bike Park. 
Image source: www.citydirtcrew.com
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EXISTING CYCLING FACILITIES

There are a number of existing facilities around Perth refer to figure 1 opposite and table 3 below. There is only one pump track within 10km of John Dunn 
Memorial Reserve highlighting the need for a BMX/cycle facility in the area.

Table 3. Existing facilities in Perth Region.

F a c i l i t y S c a l e  ( H a ) S u r f a c e L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t

B M X  T R A C K

Balcatta 1.3 Asphalt Stirling

Wanneroo 1.4 Asphalt Wanneroo

Bibra Lake 3.3 Asphalt Cockburn

Bull Creek 1.5 Asphalt Melville

Lesmurdie 1.2 Asphalt Kalamunda

Medina 2 Asphalt Kwinana

Rockingham 1.5 Asphalt Rockingham

Byford 1.1 Asphalt Serpentine-Jarrahdale

Mandurah 0.9 Asphalt Mandurah

P u m p  T r a c k

Kingsley 0.29 Asphalt Joondalup

College Park 0.14 Natural Nedlands

Calleya 0.9 Asphalt Cockburn

Black Stump 0.12 Natural Kalamunda

Jindowie, Yanchep 1.24 Natural Waneroo

Baldivis 0.18 Asphalt Rockingham

South Lake 0.09 Asphalt Cockburn

Muchea 0.32 Asphalt Chittering

Lake Leschenaultia 0.15 Natural Mundaring

Wellard 0.05 Asphalt Kwinana

Dixon Reserve Hamilton Hill 0.06 Natural Cockburn

Perena Rocchi Reserve Yangebup 0.18 Natural Cockburn

Maddox Estate Piara Waters 0.11 Asphalt Armadale

Sussex Bend Lower Chittering 0.13 Natural Chittering

Houghton Park Carramar 0.20 Natural Wanneroo

J u m p  T r a c k

Kingsley 0.3 Natural Joondalup

Lightning Park Reserve, Noranda 0.48 Natural Bayswater

Wotton Reserve, Bayswater 0.24 Natural Bayswater

S k i l l s  T r a c k

Goat Farm Natural Mundaring

Kalamunda Natural Kalamunda

S a f e t y  T r a c k

Kingsley 0.3 Asphalt Joondalup

Reg Williams 0.3 Asphalt Armadale

C O N C L U S I O N

Cycle participation is increasing, and demand for more recreational cycle facilities is evident from existing facility use in surrounding suburbs and interest in 
online surveys to date. The Town of Cambridge has a significant community that will benefit from the development of multiple facilities within the Town. 
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Precedent image: Jindowie Pump Track - Yanchep
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T H E  C O N S U LTAT I O N  P R O C E S S

The consultation process was vital to build an understanding of the 
demand for recreation cycling facilities within the Town, and to gain an 
understanding of local preference and expectations. Consultation with 
the Town of Cambridge identified areas deemed plausible for sustainable 
development and allowed for a correlation to be drawn between the wishes 
of the general public and the areas deemed suitable by the Town. The 
consultation process involved a background review, direct consultation with 
Town of Cambridge employees and an online survey, circulated by the Town 

of Cambridge and Common Ground Trails.

C O M M U N I T Y  S U R V E Y

The Town of Cambridge Recreation Cycle Facility survey was an integral 
component of the consultation process. The survey provided insight into the 
local community’s desires and expectations. It allowed informed assessment 
of the proposed development sites, in the best interest of the Town of 
Cambridge and the wishes of the local community. 

The survey received 230 individual responses and 324 comments. Almost 
50% of the responses were participants requesting mountain biking 
activities within the Town. There were a number of repeated comments and 

27 comments opposing development within sensitive areas.

D I S C I P L I N E N O .  O F  C O M M E N T S

BMX 7

Challenge Track 20

Jumps Track 17

Learn to Ride 7

MTB 149

Pump Track 34

Road Cycling 31

Skills Track 10

Areas identified for sustainable development by the Town of Cambridge 
community:

• Alderbury Reserve

• Beecroft Park

• Bold Park

• Bold Park – old drive-in site

• Boulevard – cycle path

• Boulevard Quarry Amphitheatre

• City Beach Oval

• Coastal Bushland

• Fred Burton park

• Golf Course

• Grantham Park

• Helston park

• Henderson Park

• Lake monger

• North of Tilton park

CONSULTATION
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• Oceanic Drive – cycle path upgrades

• Perry Lakes

• Roscommon Park 

• Rutter Park 

• Skate Park

• Wembley Oval

• Winston’s dog park and playground

C O M M U N I T Y  W O R K S H O P S

The purpose of this document is to determine public interest and assess 
the suitability of areas for the sustainable development of recreation cycle 
facilities within the Town of Cambridge. Once an area has been identified 
the Town should consider public workshops to develop detailed design for 
the sites. Including members of the public in detailed design will assist 
in establishing ownership and stewardship of the project and the facility. 
Having the local community as stewards of a facility will ensure it serves 

the intended purpose and is well maintained.

C O N C L U S I O N

It can be concluded that a number of residents of the Town of Cambridge 
are largely in favour of the development of recreation cycling facilities 
within their local suburbs. Mountain biking is the most sought-after 
activity (48%), followed by pump track facilities (12%). 

There was valuable input highlighting areas of concern, largely for 
environmental and social reasons. These have been taken into consideration 
when making recommendations.

The most popular areas identified by members of the public were Lake 
Monger, Perry Lakes, Bold Park and Bold Park old drive-in site and Wembley 
Golf Course. There were over 30 comments highlighting Lake Monger and 
over 70 comments within Bold Park. 

Mountain bike Trail

Pump Track

BMX Track

Learn to Ride Track

Jumps Track

Skills Track

Road Cycle Facility

Challenge Park

Draw Cycle Route

I don’t want facilities here

Schools

Parks/Reserves

Public Toilets
L E G E N D
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FACILITIES PROVISIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

C R E AT I N G  VA R I E T Y

Distributing facilities across the Town of Cambridge will prevent influx to 
a particular destination and will both disperse users and provide a differing 
challenge and experience across the Town. Depending on the level of 
investment, there are opportunities to design and construct facilities that 
meet growing demand and encourage new users to participate. 

Having varying classification of facilities will also affect the number 
of users. Developing large scale, leading edge facilities will see an 
influx of pleasure seekers from out with the Town of Cambridge. The 
recommendations within this report are directed at servicing the Town of 
Cambridge residents first, but at the same time creating facilities that are 
exciting and create a desire for continual use.

Not all sites are suitable for all disciplines, but grouping facilities together 
creating Challenge Parks is the most rewarding for the user and generally 
the most successful facility. Multi-disciplinary sites allow for introductory 
experiences and skills progression. Alternatively, a single discipline 
community facility is well placed with none-cycling activities to provide 
an alternative experience whilst other family members are participating in 
activities such as team sports. 
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FACILITY CLASSIFICATION

C O M M U N I T Y

Community facilities are designed to service the community in the 
immediate vicinity or are supplementary to existing experiences offered at 
a site. They are small scale, minimal budget projects that create opportunity 

for introductory experiences and skills development for beginners.

L O C A L

A local level facility is intended to service the Town of Cambridge residents. 
Users may travel within the Town to access the facility and multiple local 
facilities should be strategically distributed across the local government 
area. Facilities incorporate basic design, simple detail and are value for 
money. They generally should allow for skills development for beginners and 
intermediate riders. Local facilities should be constructed next to existing 
infrastructure and recreation spaces and are capable of holding small local 

events, competitions and workshops.

R E G I O N A L

A regional level facility will be attractive to a wider market and will attract 
users from out with the immediate area. Additionally, these facilities will 
provide a greater level of satisfaction and desire to return to the site for 
local residents. These facilities incorporate more technical design elements, 
increased detail and will be of varying greater cost depending on technical 
features and supporting infrastructure. Development around existing 
supporting infrastructure greatly reduces the cost of regional facilities.There 
will be opportunity to host larger events, competitions and workshops and 

they spaces will become thriving community spaces

S TAT E

State level facilities capture a much broader market, with individuals 
travelling great distances to participate. These facilities will attract all 
user groups from beginners and new participants through to elite riders. 
Significant capital expenditure is required to develop a State level facility, 
but there are major opportunities for return on investment. Competitions 
will draw spectator crowds, there are opportunity for facility and equipment 
hire and many opportunities for private enterprise in areas such as 
hospitality, coaching and private sporting clubs.

State facilities require a significant investment in supporting infrastructure 
such as car parking, ablutions and shower facilities, food and beverage; 

therefore, require a significant parcel of land. 
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F A C I L I T Y  C L A S S I F I C AT I O N  D E S I R E D  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

K e y  R e q u i r e m e n t s
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Ablutions

Changing facilities & showers

Drinking Water

Designated Emergency Access

Designated Spectator Viewing & Seating

Food and beverage outlets

Lighting

Parking & Drop-Off

Proximity to major community centre

Public Transport Access

Rubbish Bins

Shelter/ shade

FACILITY TYPES AND TRENDS

In order to assess the suitability and the appropriateness of cycling facilties 
within the Town of Cambridge, it is important that a sound understanding 
of the potential facilities is established. Within urban interface sites there 
are a range of facilities that can be developed including; Bike Playparks, 
BMX tracks, Jump Tracks, Pump Tracks, Learn to Ride Tracks and Skills 
Tracks.  Where there is appropriate land available longer purpose built 

mountain bike trails may also be appropriate. 

B I K E  P L AY G R O U N D

Bike playparks include features such as tunnels, ramps, walls, and balance 
planks and are designed to suit a more playful riding style, incorporating 
tricks and highly skilled riding. Typically bike playgrounds have a more 
urban character, with constructed elements rather than more natural 

features. 

B M X  T R A C K S

BMX tracks typically consist of a single lap track usually between 300-
400m, constructed from compacted dirt and asphalt, with a start ramp and 

features such as tabletops, gap jumps and rhythm sections. BMX racing 
rewards strength, speed, and bike handling. BMX tracks are typically used in 

a structured and organised setting rather than unstructured play.

P U M P  T R A C K S

A pump track is a 1-3 metre wide track that can be used for bicycle, 
skateboard, in-line skates and scooter riders to practice skills on a series of 
features, such as berms and rollers placed in quick succession. Essentially 
they are scaled down BMX tracks which do not require pedaling. ‘Pump’ 
refers to the action made by riders pushing down with their arms and legs 
to manoeuvre the bike or board over features to maintain momentum 
without pedaling or pushing-off the ground. Typically, tracks can be ridden 
continuously, and different combinations of features can be linked to 
provide a varied challenge. Bike handling skills can be transferred to other 
mountain bike tracks. Well designed pump tracks cater for all abilities, with 
all features being roll-able for beginners, and allowing for progression to 
pumping, and even jumping for more advanced riders. Riding a pump track 
is easy and children are typically comfortable using them within 10-20 
minutes. 

A well designed pump track provides enough challenges to stay attractive 
for years, because the rollers and berms can be combined and transitioned 
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in different directions, creating opportunity for skilled riders to do jumps 
and maneuvers. Pump tracks can be made from natural soil, hardened 
surfaces, wood, fibreglass, concrete or asphalt. Historically pump tracks 
were constructed from natural soil blends and required significant ongoing 
maintenance. More recently, world’s best practice is tending toward lower 
maintenance surfacing techniques and materials, such as asphalt, which are 
inclusive for a larger user base of wheeled-sports including skateboarding, 

scooters, in-line skates and non-off road bikes.

J U M P  T R A C K S

Jump tracks typically feature a series of jumps of various size and 
technicality in multiple lines. Provision of jump tracks is a vital inclusion 
allowing for progression for young people through to adults who seek 
an alternate and often more challenging experience than a pump track. 
Jumps are developed so that they allow for progression while always 
keeping safety in mind. Featuring all types of jumps, including table-
tops, gaps, step-ups, step-downs and hips, with features linked so riders 
flow immediately from one to the next. Ideally, a rider will not have to 
brake between jumps. Well designed jump tracks offer a wide variety of 
challenges, from easy rollers to big jumps. A diversity of lines will allow 
riders to build their skills gradually and will create a park that is fun for 
all abilities. Typically, jump lines are arranged side-by-side in increasing 
difficulty, all starting at a common roll-in hill and traveling in the 
same direction. Jump tracks are primarily constructed of soil, however 
increasingly jump take offs and entire jump lines are being made from 
hardened surfaces, such as wood, concrete and asphalt. This significantly 

reduces ongoing maintenance and improves rideability.

S K I L L S  T R A C K S

Skills tracks feature man-made technical trail features that test the skills 
of a rider and allow them to try features that they may encounter on trails 
in the region. Typical features may include log rollovers, log rides, balance 
planks, rock drops and other technical  features. They can also incorporate 
street features such as rails and wall rides, or freeride stunts like ladder 
bridges, skinnys, teeters and drops. Importantly all features are built with 
progression allowing users to start small and build their confidence up to 
larger features. Successfully executed skills park areas feature a diverse 
range of materials and can look like well landscaped areas or ‘nature play’ 

areas with natural features such as timber, logs and rocks. 

L E A R N  T O  R I D E /  S A F E T Y  T R A C K S

Learn to ride, also known as safety tracks, make learning road rules 
fun for young people on bikes and scooters. A safety track features a 
miniature road network giving real life experiences while learning essential 
safety skills. Safety tracks are designed to enable reading traffic signals, 
crossing railways and school crossings, negotiating roundabouts and 
gutters, recognising traffic signs and line marking, and cycling on roads 
or footpaths. Safety tracks are typically constructed using materials and 
features as they would be encountered in the real world including asphalt 
and concrete combined with various line marking and road safety signage. 
To improve the enjoyment of these tracks, features like fuel stations and 

parking areas can be included for diversity

C H A L L E N G E  P A R K S

Pump, jump, skills and learn to ride tracks are often integrated into 
one, larger-scale, seamless facility under the banner of challenge parks. 
Challenge parks are larger scaled developments featuring multiple bike 
related facilities and are used to improve riding skills. Their combined 
facilities provide an excellent entry point into bike riding while offering 
technical riding features for more advanced riders all within one convenient 
and safe location. 

Challenge  parks are typically developed with soft landscaping, 
hardscaping and site improvements turning the area into an aesthetically 
pleasing community hub and making them suitable for urban interface 
developments. Due to their offerings, challenge parks also often act as 
a trailhead or hub for the area’s greater trail networks. Urban interface 
challenge parks provide significant community benefit with extensive use 
from youth, but also recreation enthusiasts and, when of significant scale, 
tourists. Such facilities have proven extremely successful nationally and 
internationally.
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MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS

Mountain Bike Trails are purpose built trails in varying terrain. The terrain 
available will typically dictate the style of trail built. Typically a mountain 
bike trail or network of trails requires larger areas.

Trail type defines the style of trail and its typical attributes. Different trail 
types suit different styles of riding and typically each trail type will have 
a specific kind of mountain bike designed to suit. Different cohorts use 
different types of trails and all trail types can have varying classifications. 
Not all environments are suitable to host all trail types and any mountain 
bike trails developed within the Town of Cambridge will require thorough 

consideration and planning to ensure long term sustainability.

C R O S S  C O U N T R Y 

Primarily singletrack, with a combination of climbing and descending 
trails and natural trail features of varying technicality. They appeal to 
the majority market and are suitable for timed competitive events. Cross 

country trails can include cyclo-cross tracks.

A L L  M O U N TA I N 

Similar to cross country, primarily singletrack with greater emphasis on 
technical descents and non-technical climbs. All mountain trails are 

suitable for timed competitive events.

D O W N H I L L 

Descent only trails with an emphasis on speed and technical challenge. 
They appeal to more experienced riders; however lower-classification trails 
are emerging to cater for all experience levels. Downhill trails usually 
require shuttle uplift to the trailhead via chairlift or vehicle shuttle. These 

trails are suitable for timed competitive racing.

F R E E R I D E 

Descent focused trails with an emphasis on technical challenge and skill 
development. Trails feature both built and natural technical features with 
a focus on drops and jumps. Appeals to more experienced riders and caters 

for competitions judging manoeuvres and skills.

P A R K 

Built feature environment with emphasis on manoeuvres, skills and 
progression. Appeals to wide market including youth and can cater for 
competitions judging aerial manoeuvres. Can include jump and pump tracks 

and skills parks. Typically, dirt surfaced but can include hardened surfaces.

T O U R I N G 

Long distance riding on reasonably uniform surface conditions and lower 
grades. Touring trails are dual direction linear trails or long distance circuits 
with a focus on reaching a destination. Touring trails can include rail trails, 
access/fire roads and singletrack. While there is a limited market, touring 

trails can be ridden in sections making them accessible to all.
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DISTRIBUTION MODEL

The Town of Cambridge has a significant youth population, is bordered by 
significant population centres and has major key attractions including City 
Beach, Floreat Beach, Floreat Forum shopping centre and numerous schools. 

The most appropriate areas for development have significant existing user 
bases and therefore both Local and Regional facilities have been deemed 

the most appropriate, to be developed at equal intervals across the Town. 

S I T E  S E L E C T I O N

All public open spaces within the Town of Cambridge were assessed for 
their suitability to host a recreational cycling facility. The table on the 
following page outlines all Town of Cambridge managed sites, existing 
attributes and facilities each area could physically support.

The final priority sites selected in this report are aimed at meeting the goals 

of the Town of Cambridge Strategic Community Plan:

Goal 1: A sense of community, pride and belonging

Goal 2: Quality local parks and open spaces for the community to 
enjoy

Goal 3: An active, safe and inclusive community

Community feedback on preferred sites was cross referenced with areas 
identified by Town of Cambridge Officers. Existing land use was taken 
into consideration to ensure minimal conflict between user groups and 
local residents. The high priority sites are designed to assist with Goal 1, 
by further enhancing the sense of community, Goal 2, by increasing the 
existing quality of local parks and open spaces and Goal 3, enabling Town 
of Cambridge residents to be active and inclusive in the community. 

The sites identified in the Coast Ward have been specifically selected to 
create a leading suburban recreational cycle facility precinct. Delivering 
exceptional interconnected recreational cycling opportunities to the Town 

of Cambridge residents.
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Alyth Park

x x x Beecroft

x Bent Park

Birkdale Park

x Boulevard Quarry Park

Bournville Park

Challenger Park

City Beach

x City Beach Oval

Cowden Park

Crosby Park

Donegal ParK
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Drabble Park 

x Elphin St Park

x Empire Park

Floreat Beach

Floreat Oval

Fortview Park

x Fred Burton Park

x x Frinton ParK

Gifford Gardens

Grantham Park

Harborne Park

x x Helston Park

Henderson Park

x x Holyrood Park

x x Jubilee Park

Kilkenny Park

Kingsland Park

Lake Monger (Dog exercixe area)

x x x x Lake Monger Reserve

Leederville Memorial Gardens 

x x Lothian Park

x Maloney Park

McCourt Park

x x x McLean Park

Ocean Mia Park

Pat Goodridge Park

x x x Perry Lakes Reserve

x x Perry Lakes Skate Park

x Roscommon Park

Rose Garden

Ruislip Park

x x Rutter Park

St John’s Wood Park

Tara Vista Park

Taworri Park

x Templetonia Park

Tilton Park

Wembley Oval

Winmarley ParK
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N at u r a l  E a r t hN at u r a l  E a r t h M o d u l a rM o d u l a r A s p h a ltA s p h a lt C o n c r e t eC o n c r e t e

A D VA N TA G E S  ▪ Low material cost
 ▪ Involvement of local 

volunteers
 ▪ Flexibility (layout and 

design can be changed 
any time)

 ▪ Natural look and feel
 ▪ Construction possible in 

bushland
 ▪ Softer surface

 ▪ Unskilled labour
 ▪ Relocatable
 ▪ Suitable for bikes, 

skateboards, inline skate, 
scooters

 ▪ Moderate cost
 ▪ Low maintenance, 

durable & sustainable
 ▪ Low rolling resistance
 ▪ High traction
 ▪ Year round usability  in 

any weather
 ▪ Suitable for bikes, 

skateboards, inline skate, 
scooters

 ▪ Consistent surface 
quality

 ▪ Neat look & resistant 

against vandalism

 ▪ Durable, sustainable
 ▪ Low rolling resistance
 ▪ Year round usability in 

any weather
 ▪ Surface structure choice 

(smooth, grippy, rough)
 ▪ Colour choice
 ▪ Usable for bikes, 

skateboards, inline skate, 
scooters

 ▪ Resistant against 
vandalism

 ▪ Neat look

D I S A D VA N TA G E S  ▪ High and frequent 
maintenance

 ▪ Only usable in good 
weather conditions

 ▪ Suitable for off road 
bikes only

 ▪ Susceptible to peak 
weather damage

 ▪ Typically falls into 
disrepair 

 ▪ Often looks dilapidated

 ▪ High cost
 ▪ Moderate maintenance
 ▪ Highly susceptible 

to damage and to 
vandalism

 ▪ Low repairability
 ▪ Damage irreparable
 ▪ Limited customisation

 ▪ High material cost
 ▪ Abrasive surface
 ▪ Skilled labour

 ▪ Very high construction 
cost

 ▪ High material cost
 ▪ Abrasive surface
 ▪ Skilled labour

M A N A G E M E N T 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

High Medium Low Low

A P P R O P R I AT E 
M A N A G E R

Volunteer Groups Event Promoter Local Government / Developer Local Government / Developer

R E C O M M E N D E D 
F A C I L I T Y

Dirt Jump landings, Skills Park Relocatable Pump Track Pump Track, Jump Tracks, 
Safety Track

Jump Lips

A P P R O P R I AT E 
S E T T I N G

Bushland Temporary Sites Urban Parkland Urban Parkland

M AT E R I A L  S E L E C T I O N

Material selection will determine the ongoing management requirements and user experience. A range of surface treatments exist for various components 
of recreational cycle facilities. While natural materials can be more affordable and are often desired by the community, they can create significant 
ongoing management requirements and often fall into disrepair. Conversely hardened materials can be a larger capital investment, but typically see higher 
participation and far less management requirements.

C O N C L U S I O N

There are a broad range of recreational cycling facilities, with varying complexity, purpose and accompanying price tag. Innovative designs and materiality are 
ever changing, with more and more Local Governments seeking sustainable recreational cycling facility options. 

There are facilities to accommodate all user groups, from complete beginners through to advanced riders, and there is demand for opportunities across the 
recreational opportunity spectrum. Normally availability of space will dictate the level of development and the span of the facility, but many recreational 
cycle facilities can be designed to fit within existing built and natural environments, ensuring space is used optimally and user experience is maximised. 
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site assessment recommendations

I N T R O D U C T I O N

All areas identified by the Town of Cambridge and identified through the 
community survey were investigated. The following attributes were deemed 
priority attributes:

• Access and parking

• Connectivity

• Existing infrastructure

• Land availability

• Land tenure

A desk top analysis of all sites was carried out and then on ground 
confirmation of findings. There were multiple sites that would be suitable 
for sustainable recreational cycling facility development across the Town. 
Almost 40% of Town of Cambridge parks were identified as suitable to host 
a facility. Community facilities are easily distributed across the town. It was 
deemed more appropriate to provide fewer facilities of regional significance 
and higher quality, to meet the needs of a wider user group, a growing 

interest in cycle sports and a growing population.  
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RECOMMENDED SITES

C O M M U N I T Y  F A C I L I T E S

I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

1 Pump Track Wembley Oval 

(Land ID no. 
43476361)

CURRENT SITUATION: 

Wembley and Floreat have the largest proportion of youth. The area is heavily 
utilised for team sports. There are limited options for family members whilst 
others are playing and watching team sports. 

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

 Provision of a recreational cycling facility for local use and provide an 
alternative experience for youth accompanying team sports and spectators to 
the area. 

HOW WE GET THERE:

Develop a pump track of community significance to service the needs of 
immediate youth, and influx of youth community attached to team sports.

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: Town 
of Cambridge

Management Plan: 
Nil

C O M M U N I T Y  P U M P  T R A C K

Alderbury Street

Wembley Oval

H
alesw

orth Rd
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L O C A L  F A C I LT I E S

I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

2 Pump Track, 
Jump Track 
and Learn to 
Ride 

Lake Monger 
(SE)

(Land ID no. 
3407798, 
3878824

)

CURRENT SITUATION:

The area has been identified for upgrades. There is currently off-lead dog 
exercise and playpark facilities. The concept plan for the area will provide 
parking, additional playpark facilities and new ablutions. There is an area 
of land to the east of the site that is disturbed and will require turf or 
revegetation.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

Provision of recreational cycling facilities to service local youth, Lake Monger 
recreational users and visitors to the area.

HOW WE GET THERE:

Incorporate a pump track, jump track and learn to ride track of local 
significance into disturbed area to the east of the existing Area 4 concept plan 

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met. 

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: Town 
of Cambridge

Management 
Plan: Lake 
Monger Reserve 
Management Plan 
2008-2018

Policy: Town of 
Cambridge Planning 
Policy 2.6: precinct 
P6: Lake Monger

P U M P  T R A C K
J U M P SL E A R N  T O 

R I D E

M
itchell Freeway

Lake Monger Drive

Lake Monger
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I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

3 MTB Trails Wembley Golf 
Course

(Land ID no.

4009455, 

1184186,

125359

CURRENT SITUATION:

 The Wembley Golf Course has been identified as an area that could support 
mountain biking trails. There is one access/egress to the Golf Course making 
it an ideal location for a pay-for-use mountain bike facility. There is sufficient 
space for ~5km of trails and an opportunity for a commercial bike hire and bike 
shop venture

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

The Wembley Golf Course has an additional revenue stream from mountain 
biking, including a pay-for-use trail network, bike hire and opportunities for 
coaching. Bike hire is not restricted to use within the Golf Course boundaries 
and riders may utilise bikes on the proposed Long Loop trail, or proposed 
mountain bike trails within the adjacent parcel of land under Bold Park 
management.

HOW WE GET THERE:

 Following the Western Australian Mountain Bike Management Guidelines 
develop planning, design and construction of sustainable mountain bike trails 
within the Wembley Golf Course boundaries.

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: 
Town of Cambridge 
(Wembley Golf 
Course)

Policy: Town 
of Cambridge, 
2.3.1 Wembley 
Golf Course, 
Environmental 
Management 
System Policy

M T B  T R A I L S

Refer to mountain bike 
trail loop, facility ID 7 

on, pg 34

The Boulevard

Empire Avenue

Durston Rd

Wembley Golf Course
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R E G I O N A L  F A C I LT I E S

I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

4 Challenge 
Park 

(Pump Track, 
Jump Track 
and Learn to 
Ride

Perry Lakes 
Skate Park

(Land ID no. 
1773871)

CURRENT SITUATION: 

There is an excellent existing skate park facility which is regularly utilised 
by bikes and scooters. There is unutilised reticulated land to the north of the 
site, and to the east between the skate park and playing fields. There are no 
introductory riding experiences in the area.

The area has extensive parking, connectivity, lighting, drinking water, shade, 
seating and ablutions.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

Expand the recreational value of the area by offering further experiences for 
the Town of Cambridge youth, including entry level riding opportunities in a 
safe environment, in the form of a learn to ride track. Provide a high quality 
pump track, with a jump track with varying challenges.

HOW WE GET THERE:

Plan, design and construct a high quality recreational cycling facility including 
pump track, jump track and learn to ride track. 

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: Town 
of Cambridge

Management Plan: 
Policy: Perry Lakes 
Environmental 
Management Plan 
200

4 Criterium 
Track

Perry Lakes

(Land ID no. 
1773871

CURRENT SITUATION: 

The road around Perry Lakes (Tuart Walk) is already utilised for criterium 
cycling events.The area has extensive parking, connectivity, lighting, drinking 
water, shade, seating and ablutions.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

Perry Lakes is home to a permanent Criterium track

HOW WE GET THERE:

The track could be made permanent by enhancing the existing road facility. 
Upgrades should include a separate pedestrian trail around Perry Lakes and 
closure of the road to traffic at all times and not just weekends and holidays. 
Construction of a new section of track to take the track off of any main 
thoroughfares and parking areas, and removal of an existing traffic calming 
measures following the closure of the road to vehicular traffic.  

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: Town 
of Cambridge

Management 
Plan: Perry Lakes 
Environmental 
Management Plan 
2000
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L E A R N  T O  R I D E

P U M P  T R A C K  &  J U M P S

C R I T E R I U M  L O O P / T R A C K

Refer to mountain bike trail loop, 
facility ID 7 on, pg 34

Alderbury Reserve

Alderbury Street

Oceanic Drive

Perry Lakes Reserve

Perry Lakes

Existing Perry Lakes skate park

Per
ry L

ake
s D

rive
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I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

5 Challenge 
Park 

(Bike Playpark, 
Pump Track 
and Learn to 
Ride

City Beach 
Oval

(Land ID. no. 
4024077)

CURRENT SITUATION: 

City Beach Oval is a large open space utilised intermittently by a variety of user 
groups. There is a large section of parkland to the south of the ovals which 
does not provide much purpose other than increasing the aesthetics of the 
area, providing dappled shade and designated green space. 

City beach is a highly frequented area, especially in summer months. The area 
has extensive parking, good connectivity, lighting, drinking water, shade and 
ablutions.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE:

Development of a regionally significant facility to further enhance the offerings 
and appeal of the city beach area. Provide high quality experience for Town of 
Cambridge residents and visitors.

Develop a recreational cycling facility that will increase visitation throughout 
the year, supporting hospitality businesses located at City Beach and offering 
family members an alternative activity other than beach going, or organised 
sport within the vicinity

HOW WE GET THERE:

Plan, design and construct a recreational cycling facility of regional 
significance which includes a pump track, learn to ride track and bike playpark. 

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: Town 
of Cambridge

Policy: Town of 
Cambridge, Local 
Planning Policy 2.1: 
Precinct P1: City 
Beach

P U M P  T R A C K
L E A R N  T O  R I D E

B I K E  P L AY G R O U N D

Refer to mountain bike trail loop, 
facility ID 7 on, pg 34

Oceanic Drive

City Beach Oval
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I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

6 Mountain 
Bike Trails

Bold Park 
(north of 
Oceanic Drive) 
Roscommon 
Reserve & 
Elphin St Park

(Land ID no.

4256820,

1454701,

4009457)

CURRENT SITUATION: 

There is high demand for mountain biking within the Town of Cambridge. The 
majority of public comments on mountain biking were located within Bold 
Park. The environmental significant of Bold Park is recognised and Common 
Ground Trails does not recommend the development of mountain biking 
throughout Bold Park. 

On ground investigations identified degraded areas within the Bold Park 
boundaries, on the north of Oceanic Drive.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE

The Town of Cambridge has high quality sustainable mountain bike trails, 
which are designed to meet criteria outlined in Western Australian Mountain 
Bike Management Guidelines. Surrounding bushland is enhanced and walk 
trails are upgraded to create a highly desirable recreational space. Trails have 
a connection with the proposed Large Loop trail and connect to recreational 
cycling Challenge Parks at Perry Lakes and City Beach Oval. Trails are developed 
in Bold Park (Land ID no. 4256820), Roscommon Park and Elphin Rd Park, 
providing trails for riders of all abilities.

HOW WE GET THERE:

Following the Western Australian Mountain Bike Management Guidelines 
develop planning, design and construction of a sustainable mountain bike trails 
in Bold Park Land ID no. 4256820, Roscommon Park and Elphin Rd Park.

Incorporate revegetation plan and management and maintenance plan into 
project planning.  

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: 
Botanical Gardens 
and Parks Authority 
(Bold park), Town of 
Cambridge

Legislation: Botanic 
Gardens and Parks 
Authority Act 1998. 
Botanic Gardens and 
Parks Regulations 
1999 

Management 
Plan: Bold Park 
Management Plan 
2016-2021

Policy: Town 
of Cambridge, 
Management 
of Natural 
Conservation Areas 
within Public Open 
Space (5.1.1)

M T B  T R A I L S
J U M P  T R A C K
S K I L L S  P A R K

M T B  T R A I L S

Refer to mountain bike trail 
loop, facility ID 7 on, pg 34

The Boulevard

Bold Park Drive

Oceanic Drive

Roscommon Park

Bold Park

Wembley Golf Course

Bold Park Aquatic

Cambridge Town Council
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I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

7 Mountain 
Bike Trail

Long Loop – 
Coast Ward

Current situation: 

There is high demand for mountain biking within the Town of Cambridge and 
there are currently very limited mountain biking experiences. Riders need to 
drive to Perth Hills to partake in the sport. There is crown land sufficiently 
connected to develop a loop trail within the Town of Cambridge.

Where we want to be: 

The Town of Cambridge has a mountain bike trail network of regional 
significance providing a excellent mountain biking opportunity for Town of 
Cambridge residents. The trail connects recreational cycling facilities within 
the town and provides a half day riding experience.

How we get there:

Following the Western Australian Mountain Bike Management Guidelines 
develop planning, design and construction of a sustainable 10km+ mountain 
bike loop utilising road reserves, Town of Cambridge park land and bushland, 
boundaries of Bold Park and public shared paths to connect trails as required. 
Develop a management plan and consider developing a “friends of the trail” 
group for stewardship and remedial works as required.

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: 
Botanical Gardens 
and Parks Authority 
(Bold park), Town of 
Cambridge

Legislation: Botanic 
Gardens and Parks 
Authority Act 1998. 
Botanic Gardens and 
Parks Regulations 
1999 

Management 
Plan: Bold Park 
Management Plan 
2016-2021

Policy: Town 
of Cambridge, 
Management 
of Natural 
Conservation Areas 
within Public Open 
Space (5.1.1)

ID 3Bold Park North, Elphin 
St Park, Roscommon Park 

facilities

ID 2 Perry Lakes facility

ID 5 City Beach Oval 
Facility

ID 7 The Boulevard Quarry 
Park BMX facility

 ID 3 Mountain bike trails

M o u n ta i n  b i k e  t r a i l 
L A R G E  L O O P
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8 BMX Boulevard 
Quarry Park

(Land ID no. 
3733404)

Current situation: 

There is an unused parcel of land to the north west of the Bold Park Aquatic 
centre. The parcel of land lies in the Bold Park boundaries but is currently 
utilised as a dog exercise area by Town of Cambridge residents. The area is 
outlined as “Old Quarry” within the Bold Park Management Plan 2016-2021, 
and is enclosed within bushland labelled as Low intensity management 
precinct 

Where we want to be: 

Development of area into a BMX facility of regional significance. A facility in 
this area would provide a new recreational opportunity for local residents and 
would enhance the offerings for BMX riders in Perth. 

How we get there: 

Transfer of land management is required. Planning, design and construction of 
BMX facility of regional significance.

Carry out community consultation to ensure needs of the local community are 
met.

Tenure: Crown

Land Manager: 
Botanical Gardens 
and Parks Authority 

Legislation: Botanic 
Gardens and Parks 
Authority Act 1998. 
Botanic Gardens and 
Parks Regulations 
1999 

Management 
Plan: Bold Park 
Management Plan 
2016-2021

B M X  F A C I L I T Y
Refer to mountain 

bike trail loop, 
facility ID 7 on, 

pg 34

The Boulevard

Bold Park Aquatic
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s tat e  f a c i l i t i e s

I D F A C I L I T Y L O C AT I O N R AT I O N A L E L A N D  I N F O R M AT I O N

9 BMX Track, 
Criterium 
Track, Learn 
to Ride Pump 
Track, Jump 
Track & 
Velodrome

Parcel of 
land between 
McGillivray & 
Stevenson Rd

(Land ID no. 
3079535,

3246151)

Current situation: 

Recreational cycling is currently underrepresented at state level. There is a 
parcel of land that is not being utilised on the northern boundary of City of 
Nedlands. The land to the north is currently a sporting precinct and home to 
Western Australian Institute of Sport. 

Where we want to be: 

Western Australia has a state level recreational cycling facility available for all 
Western Australians to access and supported by Western Australian Institute 
of Sport.

How we get there:

Decontamination of land is required. Planning, design and construction of a 
state level cycling facility. There is an excellent opportunity to invest in a state 
level cycling facility bringing all disciplines together, creating a community 
asset and increasing the capacity of cycle sports in Western Australia.

Tenure: Crown

Contaminated 
land requiring 
remediation:
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B I K E 
P L AY P A R K

B M X C R I T e r i u m 
c i r c u i t

J U M P 
T R A C K

L E A R N  T O 
R I D E

M T B P U M P 
T R A C K

S K I L L S 
T R A C K

C O M M U N I T Y $75-150 $50-100 $50-75 $50-100 5-10KM

$200-400

$50-100 $25-50

L O C A L $150-250K $100-200 $75-100 $100-200 10-20KM

$400-800

$100-200 $50-100

R E G I O N A L $250-500K $200-400 $1.5M $150-500 $200-400 20-80KM

$800

$200-400 $100-300

S TAT E $500K+ $400+ $3-5M $500+ $400+ 80km+

$3.6M+

$400+ $300+

RECOMMENDED IMPLEMENTATION

S TA G I N G 

It is proposed that the local facility located at Lake Monger be implemented 
as a priority, along with scheduled upgrades to south east corner site. 

While this report does not suggest the priority of development of the 
regional sites, there is potential to develop the recreational cycling facilities 
within the Town of Cambridge over a number of stages and years. As a 
first step a concept plan should be developed for each proposed site. The 
concept design should consider staging and which components of the 
overall development should be a priority. Note, survey results indicated 
mountain biking and pump tracks should be a priority. Once the concept 
is approved detailed design of each element can happen all at once or in 

stages as each element is constructed.

C O S T

Costing has been determined based on previous Common Ground Trails 
design and construct contracts, and industry knowledge. It should be noted 
that these costs are indicative and subject to large changes based on scope, 
materials, additional site furniture, re-location of overhead or underground 
services, de-contamination of land, upgrades to existing parking, toilets and 
roads, and many other influencing factors.

A management plan should be developed for each site prior to development. 
This will outline required maintenance, resources, annual budgets and asset 
lifespan information.

The following costings are displayed in thousands. 
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FUNDING AND DELIVERY

F U N D I N G

Additional to Town of Cambridge capital investment there are a number 
of potential funding options and partnerships available for the facilities 
suggested in this report. The following funding partners and grant 
opportunities are aimed at the improvement of community health, youth 
health, or increasing active recreational opportunities, and have potential 
to be supportive of a facility such as that proposed:

• Lotterywest – Community spaces outdoor www.lotterywest.
wa.gov.au/grants 

• Lotterywest - Trails: www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/grants/grant-
types/trails 

• Sport Australia - Community Sport Infrastructure Grant: www.
sportaus.gov.au/grants_and_funding/ community_sport_
infrastructure_grant_program

• Commonwealth Bank Staff Community Fund: www.commbank.
com.au 

• Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
– Youth engagement Grants Program, Community Sporting 
and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF): www.dlgc.wa.gov.au/
GrantsFunding/Pages/ Youth-Engagement-Grants-Program www.
dsr.wa.gov.au/funding/facilities-(csrff) 

• Healthway Health Promotion Project Grants and Sport and 
Racing sponsorship: www.healthway. Wa.gov.au 

• RAC Sponsorship – Community Partnerships: www.rac.com.au 

• Telstra Foundation Social Innovation: exchange.telstra.com.au 

D E L I V E R Y

There are three delivery methods which can be considered for the 
development of recreational cycling facilities within the Town of 
Cambridge; professional, professional with volunteer assistance and 
volunteer lead. Delivery methods are often determined by location of the 
development and the quality of facility required. Facilities developed in 
urban and urban fringe are typically lead or undertaken by professional 
designers and contractors. Developments located in the natural landscape 
have a higher potential for volunteer development. The following outlines 

the benefits and constraints with each of the delivery methods. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L

Professional design, by industry specific designers, typically yields high 
quality and accurate documentation enabling competitive and accurate 
pricing. Professional design can be costly but typically ensures successful 
and highly desirable facilities. Typically, professional designers will host 
workshops to foster community participation and ownership. Professional 
construction, by industry specific contractors, ensures high quality with a 
high level of accountability. Professional construction is most appropriate 
when the project incorporate hardened surfaces and landscaping 
requirements. It does however have higher capital costs and can lead to 
reduced ownership if not successfully delivered. Development progress is 

typically fast. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  A N D  V O L U N T E E R  A S S I S TA N C E

Community lead design with professional documentation can yield high 
quality and accurate documentation and community ownership. It remains 
costly and can have compromised design outcomes if not successfully 
managed. 

Professional lead construction, by industry specific contractors, with 
volunteer assistance can yield high quality but with a reduced level of 
accountability. Volunteer assisted construction is most appropriate when 

the project incorporates a combination of natural and hardened surfaces. 
Volunteer assisted projects can be difficult to price and unless volunteer 
involvement is significant, it can increase the cost of development through 

increased management requirements. 

V O L U N T E E R

Community lead design with minimal input from professionals can be low 
cost but can often lead to lower quality documentation and potentially 
less useable facilities. Volunteer lead construction is most appropriate 
for natural surface developments in urban fringe and natural landscape 
settings. Accountability of the final outcome is significantly reduced and 
development progress is typically slow. Volunteer lead construction can lead 

to significant community ownership, if the final product is desirable.
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

I D L O C AT I O N C L A S S I F I C AT I O N T Y P E M AT E R I A L I T Y D E L I V E R Y E S T I M AT E D 
B U D G E T 
( $ 0 0 0 )

1 WEMBLEY OVAL COMMUNITY Pump Track Asphalt Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional construction.

50-100

2 LAKE MONGER LOCAL Pump Track, Jump 
Track, Learn to 
Ride

Asphalt, concrete Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional constructio

150-275

3 WEMBLEY GOLF 
COURSE

LOCAL MTB – Cross 
Country Trails

Natural ground 
and imported 
surfacing and 
retaining materials

Professional design and construction 400-800

4 PERRY LAKES REGIONAL Pump Track, Jump 
Track, Learn to 
Ride and Criterium 
Track

Asphalt, concrete Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional construction

275-550

(+ criterium 
track costs)

5 CITY BEACH OVAL REGIONAL Bike Playpark, 
Pump Track, Learn 
to Ride

Asphalt, concrete Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional construction

650-1,100

6 Bold Park North, 
Roscommon Park, and 
Elphin Rd Park

REGIONAL MTB – Cross 
Country Trails

Natural ground 
and imported 
surfacing and 
retaining materials

Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional lead construction with 
volunteer involvement.

Town of Cambridge led maintenance 
with volunteer involvement.

800 – 3,600

7 LONG LOOP -- COAST 
WARD

REGIONAL MTB – Cross 
Country Trails

Natural ground 
and imported 
surfacing and 
retaining materials

Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional lead construction with 
volunteer involvement.

Town of Cambridge led maintenance 
with volunteer involvement.

800-3,600

8 BOULEVARD QUARRY 
PARK

REGIONAL BMX Asphalt, 
compacted dirt

Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional construction.

500-2,000

9 STATE CYCLING FACILTIY 
MCGILLIVRAY RD & 
STEVENSON RD

STATE BMX Track, 
Criterium Track, 
Learn to Ride 
Pump Track, Jump 
Track & Velodrome

To be determined 
based on scope 
and facilities 
provided

Professional design with community 
involvement.

Professional construction

8,000+
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