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Frequently Asked Questions
What is a local planning strategy?

A local planning strategy is a document that outlines 
the Town’s strategic intentions for future planning 
and development and the strategic basis for a local 
planning scheme. It establishes key principles and 
objectives that will be used in considering land 
use and development in response to changes 
in population, housing, business, employment, 
transport, community facilities and infrastructure. 

It also establishes key actions to be undertaken by 
the Town and others to ensure that further detailed 
planning is undertaken collaboratively and consistent 
with the principles and objectives outlined. 

Why do we need more development? 

As part of the State Government’s Perth & Peel @ 
3.5 million strategic growth plan some 500,000 new 
homes are required to accommodate the projected 
population growth of 3.5 million by 2050, which is 
to be delivered through a mix of infill and greenfield 
developments. Each local government is required 
to demonstrate how they will accommodate this 
growth. 

The Town of Cambridge has been set a target to 
facilitate the development of a minimum of 6,830 
additional dwellings by 2050 to support a population 
of 3.5 million within metropolitan Perth. 

When will more detailed planning occur for the 
urban consolidation and infill precincts? 

The Town will progress more detailed land use and 
development planning for each of the precincts over 
the next 5 years in collaboration with stakeholders 
and the local community. 

How is development intensification being 
distributed throughout the Town? 

The majority of development intensification is 
identified within existing centres and urban corridors, 
as these locations are generally better serviced 
by transportation infrastructure, local employment 
opportunities and community facilities to support an 
increased population. 

The remaining growth is proposed to occur within 
identified development sites and via further infill 
development within existing suburban areas. 

How is the Town planning for increased service 
and infrastructure demand as a result of urban 
consolidation and infill development? 

The increased development intensity within urban 
consolidation and infill precincts will result in an 
increased demand for public open space, community 
and educational facilities, transport infrastructure and 
other services. The planning for delivery of these 
services and infrastructure is complex and needs to 
be carefully considered for each precinct. 

In progressing detailed planning, the Town will 
work collaboratively with stakeholders, servicing 
authorities and other relevant agencies to ensure that 
the necessary upgrades and expansion of services 
and infrastructure are planned, funded and delivered 
to support the proposed intensification within the 
precinct. 

The local planning strategy is the tool by which 
these stakeholders inform their decision making 
process and understand the objectives of the Town in 
realising their vision.

Have your voice heard!
The Town of Cambridge is seeking your 
feedback on the draft Local Planning Strategy. 
Engagement will be open from Monday 20th 
August until Monday 17th September 2018.

Participate in the consultation online by visiting the Town of 
Cambridge website. 
You’ll find a copy of the draft Local Planning Strategy report, 
engagement brochure, information sheets and more. 
Read through our Frequently Asked Questions, ask us a 
question and provide us with your feedback. 
Visit www.cambridge.wa.gov.au

Preparation of a New 
Planning Framework
The preparation of a local planning strategy is the first 
step in developing a new town planning framework 
for the Town of Cambridge. 

The Draft Local Planning Strategy, informed by the 
Town’s Strategic Community Plan (2018), is a high 
level strategic plan that outlines the Town’s intentions 
for planning and development, and provides key 
actions for detailed planning that will need to occur. 

The flowchart outlines the proposed planning 
framework recommended by the draft Local Planning 
Strategy which includes recommendations for: 

• The preparation of detailed strategic plans for key 
considerations (e.g. Economic Development); 

• A review of Local Planning Scheme No. 1 to ensure 
that the Scheme supports the strategic directions; and

• The review, preparation and/or finalisation of activity 
centre plans, precinct plans, local planning policies 
and design guidelines to support the Town’s vision 
for planning and development. 

Draft Local Planning Strategy
PRELIMINARY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

AUGUST 2018

Dialogue with the Community

A Vision for Cambridge
In 2018 as a component of the preparation of the Strategic Community Plan the Town of 
Cambridge adopted the following vision for their community: 

Cambridge: The Best Liveable Suburbs
The Town is endowed with a range of housing, employment, and lifestyle 
opportunities. Our inner-city charm, character laden suburbs, extensive 
parkland and quality streetscapes reflect who we are, what we value and 
what we offer. Our activity hubs, mixed-use areas and events create a sense 
of community, belonging and wellbeing for residents of all ages. These are all 
community values we seek to protect and enhance into the future.

Housing Growth: To facilitate growth of residential 
density in precincts with strong connectivity to local 
services and facilities. 

Housing Diversity and Affordability: To increase the 
diversity of housing choices throughout the Town to cater 
for a changing demographic and lifestyle choice.

Built Form Response: To ensure new built form responds 
to changing needs of the community and existing and 
proposed character within the surrounding area. 

Suburban Character Precincts: To celebrate and 
strengthen the character of suburban precincts 
throughout the Town. 

Character Streets: To protect and enhance the 
integrity of character streets and streetscapes 
throughout the Town. 

Heritage Sites: To facilitate the protection and 
preservation of key heritage features of identifi ed 
heritage sites. 

Proximity and Usability: To improve the usability, 
accessibility and amenity of the public realm and 
open space areas. 

Regional Accessibility: To improve usability and 
accessibility for residents and visitors throughout 
the Town to regional open space and sporting 
facilities. 

Tree Canopy: To maintain and expand upon the 
tree canopy throughout all suburban and urban 
precincts.

Infrastructure Upgrades: To plan for upgrades to 
essential service infrastructure to support the 
growth of infi ll precincts throughout the Town. 

Coordinated Funding: To ensure that public 
infrastructure upgrades are supported by sustainable 
funding mechanisms that attribute costs equitably 
amongst benefi ciaries. 

Sustainable Built Form Design: To encourage 
energy effi cient and water sensitive  urban design 
technologies in the design, construction and/or 
modifi cation of development throughout the Town.

Vibrant Centres: To support the viability of business 
activity in strategic centres, knowledge centres and 
consumer centres. 

Business Diversity: To increase the diversity of 
businesses and services operating throughout the Town 
to reinforce the resilience of the economy.

Business and Employment Growth: To provide 
fl exibility in land use planning and development to 
facilitate land use change and mixture that encourages 
business and employment growth.

Traffi c Congestion and Parking: To reduce 
traffi c congestion and parking confl icts to 
increase the effi ciency and safety of movement. 

Public Transport: To expand the public transport 
network and frequency of service to encourage 
modal shift. 

Cycling and Walking: To increase walkability 
and cyclability to reduce traffi c congestion and 
improve the health and wellbeing of residents. 

Meeting Community Need: To respond to the 
changing demographic needs of the Town with 
community infrastructure designed to meet those 
needs. 

Activation of Places: To encourage activation of places 
within the Town through integration and delivery of 
community infrastructure and facilities. 

Sustainable Funding Mechanisms: To ensure that 
community infrastructure planning is supported by 
sustainable funding mechanisms that attribute costs 
equitably amongst benefi ciaries. 

Asset Management: To sustainably manage the 
Town’s natural assets and maintain their 
environmental integrity.

Tourism Development: To facilitate sustainable 
tourism opportunities within and adjacent to key 
natural assets. 

Urban Interface: To ensure that fringe development 
is appropriately planned to minimise land use confl ict 
with key natural assets. 

Planning Principles & Objectives

 TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT
Increase the opportunity to diversify travel methods in order to 
encourage modal shifts that will reduce traffic congestion and 
improve the health and wellbeing of residents. 

ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT
Promote employment and economic growth by ensuring planning 
provisions support a diversity in businesses and services which are 
appropriately located in key areas.  

HOUSING 
Facilitate the delivery of well-considered, integrated housing 
growth which transitions from established suburban areas, meets 
the needs of changing communities and provides housing choice 
and a quality lifestyle for all residents of Cambridge. 

CHARACTER AND HERITAGE
Recognise and protect the established heritage and  character 
of suburban and urban areas and facilitate the conservation and 
celebration of key heritage sites, streets and precincts. 

NATURAL ASSET MANAGEMENT
Encourage the preservation and protection of the Town’s natural 
assets and ensure that future land use and development does 
not compromise the environmental integrity of these assets. 

UTILITY AND SERVICE INFRASTRUCTURE
Facilitate the delivery and advancement of essential service 
infrastructure and encourage environmentally sustainable 
developments throughout the Town.

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND FACILITIES
Ensure the provision of high quality community infrastructure 
and facilities that are responsive to the changing needs of the 
community and reinforce a sense of place within that community. 

PUBLIC REALM AND OPEN SPACE
Improve the usability and accessibility of open space areas and the 
public realm to improve amenity and encourage active lifestyles 
and community wellbeing.  
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If you would like to speak to a member of the 
project team, you are invited to drop in to any 
of our open days: 

Introduction
Since 2016 the Town of Cambridge has been undertaking a process of preparing a local 
planning strategy to establish the Town’s strategic intentions for land use planning and 
development and the strategic basis for a review of the local planning scheme. 

In mid 2018 the Town endorsed a Draft Local Planning Strategy for the purpose of 
preliminary engagement with the local community. 

This brochure outlines key aspects of the Draft Local Planning Strategy for 
consideration by the local community, with the full report and further information 
available from the Town’s website. 

Draft Local Planning Strategy Plan

The Town is committed to ensuring that the community has multiple opportunities to provide feedback and input at each stage of the preparation of the new planning framework.  
The process for finalising and adopting the Local Planning Strategy will require several stages of engagement and the approval of the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC). 

The current schedule for the finalisation and adoption of the Local Planning Strategy is outlined in the time line below. 

Floreat

Saturday 25th August  
9am - 1pm
The Boulevard Centre 
99 The Boulevard 
Floreat

West Leederville

Saturday 8th September 
9am - 1pm
Leederville Bowls Club 
78 Cambridge Street 
West Leederville

$ $

Making movement easier 
and more efficient for 
residents and visitors

Retaining and celebrating 
the character and heritage 

of our local areas
100%  

of residents to be within a 
5 minute walk (400m) of 

public open space

70%  
of new homes to be 

developed in centres and 
activity corridors



Urban Consolidation and Infill Precincts
Urban growth and intensification throughout the Town is intended to be primarily consolidated around existing activity 
centres, activity corridors and strategically located redevelopment sites to ensure the optimal use of existing services 
and infrastructure. Limiting growth to these areas will reinforce the vibrancy and economic sustainability of the 
centres and corridors, whilst protecting the valued characteristics of our beautiful suburban areas. 

URBAN CONSOLIDATION PRECINCTS

Urban centres and corridors are proposed 
to maintain their function servicing the daily 
and weekly needs of the Town’s residents, 
in addition to providing significant local 
employment opportunities. 
In order to reinforce economic sustainability 
within these centres and corridors and leverage 
existing transport, community and service 
infrastructure, the precincts are also proposed 
to accommodate a significant proportion of 
the Town’s residential growth target through 
the development of medium and high density 
apartments and smaller dwellings in stand alone 
and mixed use developments. 
Urban Consolidation Precincts are broadly 
identified as follows: 
• Activity Centres: West Leederville, Wembley 

and Floreat District Centres; 
• Neighbourhood Centres: Empire Village 

and Ocean Village Neighbourhood Centres; 
• Local Centres: Various local centres within 

Wembley and West Leederville; and
• Urban Corridor: Cambridge Street corridor 

between Floreat and West Leederville, 
inclusive of several local centres and the St 
John of God Medical Precinct. 

INFILL PRECINCTS

Infill precincts identified as opportunities for further 
residential growth within the suburban areas of the Town 
are broadly described as follows: 
• Existing Development Sites: including the 

development sites of Perry Lakes, Ocean Mia, St 
John’s Wood and Parkside Walk, which are to continue 
their development in accordance with their approved 
planning framework. 

• Potential Future Development Sites: including a 
number of surplus government land assets identified as 
potentially suitable for future residential development 
subject to further detailed analysis. 

• Suburban Residential Areas: including: 
• the existing capacity for residential subdivision 

and development under existing density codes; 
and 

• the provision of ancillary dwellings (‘granny flats’) 
throughout existing residential areas which may 
support down sizing, additional rental opportunities 
or family accommodation. 

• Future Investigation Areas: including an expansion of 
urban corridors identified in the State Government’s Perth 
& Peel @ 3.5 million that may be suitable for increased 
residential development supported by efficient and 
frequent public transport. 

LOCATION

Employment 
Floorspace 
Growth Target

Not applicable

Dwelling  
Growth 
Estimate

1,110  
New Dwellings

Finbar’s Motive Apartments, Railway Parade, West Leederville (top), Empire 
Village Neighbourhood Centre, City Beach (left centre), Hermosa Cafe, Wembley 
(left bottom), Floreat Forum, Floreat (right bottom)

Precinct Vision: The existing development sites have each been 
comprehensively planned and are at various 
stages of development. These sites are described 
as follows: 

• Perry Lakes, Floreat - Redevelopment of 
the precinct has been ongoing since 2010 
and is anticipated to deliver a total of 600 
dwellings. 

• Ocean Mia Estate, City Beach - Development 
of the estate is nearing completion and will 
ultimately deliver approximately 100 new 
homes. 

• St Johns Wood, Mt Claremont - 
Development of this precinct is largely 
complete and has delivered a total of 49 new 
homes. 

• Parkside Walk, Jolimont - Facilitated by 
LandCorp, this development site is expected 
to deliver approximately 350 new homes. 

WEMBLEY ACTIVITY CENTRE

Additional 
11,000m2

750 - 1,000  
New Dwellings

The Wembley Activity Centre will continue its 
role as a thriving urban hub and a focal point 
within a broader suburban environment. 

The activity centre will undergo redevelopment 
over time to increase opportunities for 
residential, retail, hospitality and commercial 
uses to join the Wembley community. Growth 
will occur in accordance with the Wembley 
Activity Centre Plan, with new development to 
provide high quality built form in the order of 
two to seven storeys. 

2

Additional 
11,000m2

900 - 1,250  
New Dwellings

Floreat Activity Centre will transform into an 
attractive and vibrant mixed-use precinct with a 
broad range of residential and commercial/retail 
uses. 

The Floreat Forum Shopping Centre and the 
Cambridge Library forms a key part of the activity 
centre and will be redeveloped to better interface 
with the surrounding public streets and open space, 
accommodating residential development above the 
commercial/retail area. 

Adjacent suburban streets will progressively be 
redeveloped to provide medium-high density 
residential between two and five storeys, with 
density grading down to the existing suburban 
environment. 

FLOREAT ACTIVITY CENTRE3

Additional 
10,000m2

650 - 850 
New Dwellings

The Cambridge Street Urban Corridor is a well 
renowned corridor through the urban areas 
of the Town and the primary route for public 
transport connections. The corridor connects 
the three activity centres in addition to 
accommodating several local centres and the St 
John of God Medical Precinct. 

It is envisioned the corridor will facilitate 
increased residential and commercial 
development opportunities, with the local 
centres and medical precinct accommodating 
mixed use development and the urban corridor 
precincts accommodating apartment and 
townhouse style residential development. 

CAMBRIDGE STREET 
URBAN CORRIDOR

4

3

4

4

Additional 
2,300m2

300 - 400 
New Dwellings

The Neighbourhood Centre precincts are 
envisioned to become centres that support 
a diverse range of land uses and residential 
opportunities, creating a desirable and 
interesting place for people to interact. 
Redevelopment of the precincts will focus 
on the creation of mixed use, multi-storey 
development within the existing commercial 
sites. 

It is anticipated that street level land uses will 
focus on retail, hospitality and commercial 
uses, with upper levels available for apartment 
living. Design of the built form will be 
responsive to the context of the precinct, 
the surrounding suburban environments and 
adjacent areas of open space. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRES5

7

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

700 - 1,000 
New Dwellings

340 - 440 New Dwellings
250 - 500 Ancillary Dwellings

Potential residential intensification 
subject to detailed analysis

The potential future development sites identified 
are each owned by the Town of Cambridge and 
are considered potentially suitable for medium 
density residential development. These sites are 
described as follows: 

• Town of Cambridge Administration Site, 
Floreat; 

• Old Quarry Land, City Beach; 

• Surplus land on Templetonia Crescent, City 
Beach; and

• Surplus Wembley Golf Course land, 
Wembley Downs. 

Each of the sites will be further reviewed based 
on their opportunities and constraints prior to 
the progression of any rezoning or development 
planning. 

Protection of the highly valued character 
and heritage of suburban residential areas 
is of paramount importance to the Town of 
Cambridge community, and as such the level of 
development intensity within these areas is not 
proposed to change under the Local Planning 
Strategy. 

Of importance, however, is the existing latent 
capacity for development under existing density 
codes, which is anticipated to provide a further 
340 - 440 dwellings throughout the Town via 
redevelopment of existing residential properties. 

Additional potential will also be provided through 
the relaxation of ancillary dwelling requirements 
to allow residents with a suitable sized block to 
develop a small ‘granny flat’ that they may use 
for downsizing, additional rental opportunities or 
family accommodation. 

Future Investigation Areas represent a series 
of urban corridors identified in the State 
Government’s Perth & Peel @ 3.5 million 
that may be suitable for increased residential 
development supported by efficient and frequent 
public transport. 

Over the 5 to 10 years the Town will investigate 
opportunities for residential intensification 
along each of the precincts identified as ‘Future 
Investigation Areas’ in collaboration with the 
Public Transport Authority, the Department 
of Transport, landowners and the broader 
community. 

POTENTIAL FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT SITES

8 SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL 
AREAS

FUTURE INVESTIGATION 
AREAS

8

8

The Town of Cambridge Administration Centre site may become 
available for residential development over the next 20-30 years. 

Additional 
52,000m2

1,800 - 2,300  
New Dwellings

West Leederville Activity Centre will retain its role as 
the most vibrant and diverse urban area within the 
Town. 

Leveraging its strategic advantages as a centre well 
serviced by public transport, close to the Perth 
CBD and a significant employment generator, West 
Leederville is proposed to grow both its resident 
population and its business activity. 

Growth will occur in accordance with the West 
Leederville Activity Centre Plan (as amended), 
with expansion of population and businesses 
accommodated in mixed use, multi-storey buildings 
between two and ten storeys. 

WEST LEEDERVILLE 
ACTIVITY CENTRE

1

12

5

5

6

7

7

7

8

8

8

Additional 
8,000m2

50 - 100  
New Dwellings

The Local Centre precincts are envisioned to 
redevelop over time as small scale mixed use 
centres which accommodate land uses that cater 
for the local community’s daily needs. 

The existing commercial precincts are anticipated 
to provide commercial and retail opportunities at 
ground level with apartment living above. 

Development will need to be sensitive to adjacent 
suburban residential areas both in terms of the 
building bulk and scale proposed and the impact 
of commercial uses on residential amenity. 

LOCAL CENTRES6

6

6

6

6

6

STATE GOVERNMENT DWELLING TARGET

Progress towards the dwelling target

6,830
Additional dwellings to be delivered by 2050 within 
the Town of Cambridge

6,850 - 8,950  
Dwellings estimated to be deliverable within the urban 
consolidation and infill precincts between 2010 and 2050. 

DWELLING YIELD ESTIMATES

Cambridge Street 
Urban Corridor 

Neighbourhood  
and Local Centres 

Suburban 
Residential Areas 

Existing 
Development Areas 

Potential Future 
Development Areas 

10%

10%

10%

10%
5%

55%
Activity Centres 

Urban Consolidation Precincts

Infill Precincts 

Distribution of Housing Growth

7 EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 
SITES

West Leederville Activity Centre

Perry Lakes Estate

Parkside Walk, Jolimont

Wembley Activity Centre

St John’s Wood, Mt Claremont

Ocean Mia, City Beach

Suburban Residential Areas

554 Dwellings 

69 Dwellings 

273 Dwellings 

24 Dwellings 

49 Dwellings 

68 Dwellings 

212 Dwellings 

1,249 Dwellings delivered since 2010
(18% of total dwelling target)


