
WEMBLEY/ 
WEST LEEDERVILLE

UNDERGROUND  
POWER SURVEY

The Town of Cambridge is surveying property owners 
to determine the level of support for underground 
power. 

The survey is for owners of property that currently are 
supplied from Western Power’s overhead system in 
the Wembley/ West Leederville area.

We strongly encourage you to voice your opinion on 
this very important matter, by completing the survey 
card included with this brochure.

Please complete and return the survey by Friday 
9 February 2018.



WHAT IS THE CURRENT PROPOSAL?
The Town of Cambridge had previously applied for funding 
under Round 6 of the State Underground Power Program 
to have most remaining areas of Wembley/ West Leederville 
converted to underground power.

During the proposal assessment phase, the State Government 
surveyed property owners in this area and 70% of those 
who responded were willing to pay their share of having 
underground power provided. Unfortunately, the State 
Government did not select this proposal for funding within the 
current State Underground Power Program projects.

The Town has decided that it should continue to plan for 
underground power in this area and has engaged Western 
Power to provide a design and project cost estimate to 
complete underground power in this area.

The proposal is that the project costs for providing underground 
power will be evenly shared between property owners in the 
project area and the Town itself on a 50/50 basis. The Town’s 
share of the project costs will not be levied as a general rate 
across the Town but come from its area improvement reserve 
account which has sufficient funding to allow for this to 
happen.

We are now seeking your views on the matter before any 
decision is made to proceed to undertake the works.

DECISION TO PROCEED
At the close of the survey the results will be reported to the 
Council who, based on the level of support, will decide whether 
to proceed with underground power, or not. 

To have your opinion known on this important matter you are 
strongly encouraged to complete and return the reply-paid 
survey card as soon as possible. 

WHAT IS INVOLVED TO UNDERGROUND POWER?
• Installing new underground power cables in the road 

reserve (verge)

• Installing green connection pillars, usually in the front 
corner of private property to serve that property and, 
wherever possible, the immediately adjacent property

• Installing transformers and switchgear units to manage 
the distribution of power throughout the area. These are 
located in parks or public open space, or where absolutely 
necessary, on verges of residential property

• Installing an underground connection from the connection 
pillar to the meter box at each property

• Changing each property over to the new underground 
system once the new underground system in the street is 
complete and it has been made live, and removing the old 
overhead cable to the house

• Installing a new street light system designed to meet the 
Australian Standard for street lighting

• Removing existing wooden poles and overhead power 
lines in the streets (excluding transmission lines and poles).  
Transmission lines are not included as the costs are too 
expensive to replace with an underground system

To minimise disruption to verges and gardens, below-ground 
boring will be used to install underground cabling wherever 
possible. Works are expected to be less disruptive than the 
recent water main replacement on Cambridge Street.

At least one interruption to your electricity supply will occur 
during the works, to connect cabling to your meter panel. 
Western Power will advise you before any interruption 
to supply. Western Power will repair any damage to the 
street verge or front garden caused by the works, including 
reticulation repairs.

BENEFITS OF UNDERGROUND POWER
The Town of Cambridge Council is unanimous in its support for underground power 
and believes practical, aesthetic and safety improvements achieved from 
underground power outweigh the costs involved. Benefits of underground 
power include:

Greater reliability and quality of power supply

Fewer outages during inclement weather

Enhanced streetscapes

Attractive street trees at their natural height

Brighter, more evenly lit streets

More energy efficient street lighting

Green connection pillar

The Economic Regulatory Authority of WA has published a report detailing 
the benefits of underground power in relation to property prices which can be 
downloaded from their website. 



TRANSMISSION LINES
Western Power operates two sorts of High Voltage overhead 
lines - Distribution Lines and Transmission Lines. Distribution 
lines within an underground power area will be converted to 
underground supply however Western Power advises that the 
overhead Transmission Lines will need to stay. This is because 
the cost to convert these to underground supply is quite large 
and these costs would be passed onto the Town and Property 
Owners.

If your property is in an area where the Transmission Lines will 
remain in place, a discounted underground power fee will apply 
in recognition that the full benefits of underground power 
cannot be achieved. TheSe areas are:

• Grantham St (between Selby St and Alexander St)

• Alexander St (between Grantham St and Herdsman Pde)

• Herdsman Pde (between Alexander St and Pangbourne St)

• Pangbourne St (between Herdsman Pde and Doyle Ln)

• Ruislip St (between Selby St and Jersey St)Kimberley St 
(between Railway Pde and Cambridge St)

If your property isn’t in the area listed above, all overhead lines 
will be removed as part of the underground power project.

HOW LONG WILL THE PROJECT TAKE?
From the start of works on-site, it is estimated the project will 
take between 12 and 18 months to complete.  If Council decide 
to proceed, work could start in some areas in mid 2018.

STREET LIGHTING
In each project, a new street lighting system is designed 
and installed to the Australian Standard. There are around 
10% more lights installed, they are more closely spaced and 
generally alternated from one side of the road to the other. The 
new light poles are designed to collapse if hit by vehicles to 
reduce injuries and damage. Roads will have new LED lights 
installed which are more energy efficient and better for the 
environment.

PREVIOUS PROPOSALS
In 2016, the Town of Cambridge submitted a proposal for 
funding under Round 6 of the State Underground Power 
Program to provide underground power for most of Wembley/
West Leederville.

As part of the assessment process the State Government 
surveyed property owners regarding their support for 
underground power. The survey provided an estimate of the 
average cost of underground power for each property owner as 
being $2,700.

The estimates, prepared before the underground power 
network was fully designed, were calculated by dividing the 
initial estimated project cost by the number of properties in the 
project area.  

They did not distinguish between single homes, multi-unit 
residential lots, commercial or other non-residential properties, 
and did not take into account individual circumstances, such as 
properties that already have underground cabling installed.

The property owner costs quoted by the State were 
indicative only, and the Town of Cambridge is responsible for 
apportioning the 50% owner contribution.  Several models 
were considered, with the Council deciding the most equitable 
model was to use a network charge based on the property type, 
plus a connection charge.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
1. Network Charge
The network charge is determined by the property type, which 
relates to the capacity being provided by Western Power in their 
cables and network equipment.

All single residential houses will pay the same network charge 
with strata units and multiple residential properties paying less.

Wembley/West Leederville Project area (blue)



2. Connection Charge
The total connection cost of the project will be shared equally 
between each property, except for those properties where 
underground cabling exists.

For properties with an underground connection from the 
property boundary to the meter panel no connection fee will be 
charged, and for those with an overhead wire to the property 
boundary then underground cabling from the boundary to 
the meter panel a discount of 33% on the connection fee will 
apply.

During installation Western Power may decide a meter panel 
needs replacing due to its unsafe or poor condition. If this 
occurs the meter panel will need to be replaced at the owner’s 
expense.

3. Infrastructure Discounts

In some locations Western Power infrastructure such as high 
voltage transmission lines, transformers or switch gear will 
impact the amenity on neighbouring properties.

In these situations a 33% discount will be applied to the 
underground power network charge recognising that the 
complete streetscape benefit of underground power will not be 
achieved for these property owners.

A summary of the residential property charge is:

Network Connection Total
Single Houses

- Full Connection $2,942 $1,209 $4,151

- Partial Connection $2,942 $810 $3,752

- No Connection $2,942 Nil $2,942

Single Houses with Infrastructure Discount

- Full Connection $1,971 $1,209 $3,180

- Partial Connection $1,971 $810 $2,781

- No Connection $1,971 Nil $1,971

Strata Units

- 2 to 5 Units $2,206 Varies Varies

- 6 or More Units $1,471 Varies Varies

Strata Units with Infrastructure Discount

- 2 to 5 Units $1,478 Varies Varies

- 6 or More Units $1,029 Varies Varies

The connection fees vary for strata developments depending on 
the number of units within the development.

Properties on Herdsman Parade and Jon Sanders Drive

Some properties in Herdsman Parade and Jon Sanders Drive 
are located on the local government boundary and will not 
receive the full scope of underground power works as the 
overhead poles and wiring will remain in place. Owners of 
these properties will be charged a connection fee only (where 
applicable) to have underground power cabling installed from 
their property boundary to the meter panel.

PENSIONER AND SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Pensioners

Owners of properties who hold either a Commonwealth issued 
Pensioner Concession Card OR Commonwealth Seniors Health 
Card together with a WA Seniors Card are entitled to a 50% 
discount on underground power charges, proportionate to 
their share of the property. If they choose to pay by instalments 
this 50% discount is available for each year that instalment 
payments are applicable. Pensioners can also choose to defer 
the underground power costs in the same manner as normal 
council rates, however the 50% discount cannot be claimed.

Seniors

State Government Seniors Card holders (who are not 
pensioners) can access a fixed rebate, currently $100, for 
payment in full (proportionate to their share of the property). 
The rebate WILL NOT apply if choosing extended payment 
options.

NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
There are a number of commercial and other non-residential 
properties within the project area. The charges for these 
properties have been assessed on the electrical demand for 
each property measured in kVA, and apportioned accordingly. 
Depending on the size of the non-residential property, the 
charges in most cases are considerably more than standard 
residential homes.

HOW MUCH WILL UNDERGROUND POWER COST YOU
The enclosed survey card contains the cost to have your 
property connected to underground power.  It includes the 
network charge and connection charge, but does not take into 
account pensioner discounts and senior rebates.

PAYMENT OPTIONS AND BILLING
Several payment options are available with full payment by 
September 2018 attracting a 3% discount.

A second in full payment option, by February 2019, is offered 
as well as instalment payments over 2, 3, 5 and 10 years.

Instalment payments will attract 5% interest after the first 
instalment date, February 2019.

The survey asks you to nominate your preferred payment 
option.  Please note the option you select in the survey is not 
binding.  You select your preferred payment option when the 
underground power charges invoice is sent to you.

ANY QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions please contact us via email at
wwl@cambridge.wa.gov.au or call us, during business 
hours, on 9347 6000. 

For more visit www.cambridge.wa.gov.au/wwl
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