
8 June 2020 

Dear Ratepayers and Residents 

We would like to advise you of recent important matters affecting the Town of Cambridge. 

In October 2017 a new council was elected at the Town, and by February 2018 the new council 

had found major longstanding planning and governance failures which were investigated and 

reported to the Department of Local Government in April 2018. 

The Department commenced an Authorised Inquiry into the Town on 18 April 2018 which has 

continued for more than two (2) years.  The Town continued to update the Department of 

various governance improvements made. On 6 November 2019, the Director-General of the 

Department offered to withdraw the Inquiry. Now we have been advised the Authorised 

Inquiry report has been completed however, the Town has not received the report and it has 

not been reported to Parliament. 

On 26 May 2020 Minister Templeman issued a Show Cause Notice to the Council proposing 

suspension, without revealing the findings of the Inquiry report. 

The Council now has 21 days to respond to the Show Cause Notice. If the Council is 

suspended a government appointed Commissioner will be appointed. The cost of the 

Commissioner will be borne by ratepayers. 

We appreciate there are issues which have raised the concern of the Minister and we are 

eager to continue to work with the Department to discuss and address the issues raised. 

recognise the importance of elected members to ensure the local community are We 

adequately and properly represented, and will be working to allay the Minister’s concerns by 

providing a fulsome response to the Show Cause notice. 

Yours faithfully 

KERI SHANNON 

MAYOR 
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